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Reflected  in  the  new  Sheffield 
Times  distribution  box  on  the 
Ashley  Falls  Post  office  is  one 
of  the  properties  currently  under 
contract  for  sale  in  Sheffield 
and  Ashley  Falls .  Owners 
John  James  and  Kathy  Ness , 
who  renovated  the  former  inn 
during  the  time  they  lived  there, 
say  it  took  about  a  year  on  the 
market.  They  purchased  and 
are  now  restoring  a  smaller 
house  just  down  the  road. 

The  box  was  hand  crafted  by 
Gary  Schumer,  and  provides  a 
weatherproof  distribution  point 
in  Ashley  Falls .  Thanks  to 
Gary  and  to  the  Brooks  and  the 
Post  Office  for  providing  the 
location. 


A  GOOD  YEAR  FOR  SHEFFIELD  REAL  ESTATE 


Sheffield  has  become  a  highly  desir- 
able community,  say  area  real-estate 
agents,  who  see  another  good  season 
ahead  for  Sheffield  and  South  Berk- 
shire County. 

"Things  were  quiet  during  the 
winter,"  says  Bob  Van  Deusen  of 
Sheffield  Realty  on  Rte  7.  "But 
they've  picked  up  the  past  month." 

Sandra  Preston,  of  Sandra  Preston 
Real  Estate  just  down  the  road, 
agrees.  "We  have  an  active  market.  It 
was  a  little  quiet  in  the  winter,  but 
business  is  increasing  now  that  the 
weather  is  better." 

She  went  on  to  say,  "Most  people 
know  that  it's  a  wonderful  area,  with 
many  amenities.  People  want  to  be 
here."  Besides  its  scenic  beauty  and 
access  to  cultural  venues  like  Tangle- 
wood,  Jacob's  Pillow  and  Barrington 
Stage  Company,  Great  Barrington 
itself  has  become  a  real  draw.  Many 
agents  attribute  the  improvements  in 
Great  Barrington — the  movie  the- 
aters, the  restaurants — with  changing 
the  desirability  of  the  region. 


Bob  Romeo,  owner  of  the  Centu- 
ry 2 1  office  that  covers  Great  Bar- 
rington and  Sheffield,  sees  activity 
from  Great  Barrington  rippling  out- 
ward. "There  are  a  lack  of  properties 
now  in  Great  Barrington,"  he  says. 
"We  have  only  42  listings  with  three 
times  the  housing  Sheffield  has." 
People  who  find  nothing  available 
in  Great  Barrington  will  look  in 
Sheffield,  Egremont,  and  New  Marl- 
borough, towns  that  agents  say  are 
all  benefiting  from  the  desirability  of 
South  County,  with  similar  proper- 
ties going  for  comparable  prices. 

Sheffield's  proximity  to  Guido's  is 
one  reason  for  interest  in  the  town, 
says  John  Harney,  of  Elyse  Harney 
Real  Estate  in  Salisbury,  CT.  He's 
seen  buyers  who  confine  their  house 
hunting  to  within  a  certain  radius  of 
this  food  market  in  Gt.  Barrington. 
He  also  sees  people  looking  for 
weekend  homes  starting  in  Milford, 
CT,  moving  up  the  Housatonic  to 
Ashley  Falls  and  Sheffield  to  find 
what  they  want. 


Sheffield  and  the  surrounding 
towns  have  a  lot  of  period  houses, 
many  of  them  still  graced  with  18th- 
century  features.  Harney  is  enthusi- 
astic about  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  as  a  resource,  saying  they  are 
quick  to  provide  names  of  the  origi- 
nal builders,  their  history,  even  the 
location  of  their  graves.  "If  a  buyer 
knows  the  history,"  he  says,  "chances 
are,  the  greater  the  demand  to  re- 
store rather  than  tear  down." 

Agents  say  that  most  of  the  de- 
mand for  houses  is  coming  from  peo- 
ple looking  for  weekend  homes  or 
wanting  to  relocate  in  a  more  rural 
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**-    Submit  articles,  news 
items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Spotted  any  interesting 
wildlife?  Have  a  good 
idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a 
great  picture  of  an 
interesting  Sheffield  scene? 
Let  us  know! 

Send  suggestions  and 
submissions  to  the  P.O.  Box 
or  e-mail  address  below. 
News  briefs  can  be  one  or 
two  sentences,  short  articles 
between  1 50  and  450 
words.  For  feature  stories, 
please  run  suggestions  by 
the  editors  first. 

■*■    Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be 
directed  to  the  attention  of 
the  Calendar  Editor  and 
include  a  contact  name 
and  number  in  case  there 
are  questions. 


«•    Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services 
and  products  connected  with 
Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to 
half-pages  available.  Ad 
policy  is  in  box  on  page  26. 
Contact  Tara  White  at 
229-7754  or 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
for  rates  or  more  information. 


us*    Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are 
local  businesses.  Tell  them  you 
read  about  them  in  the 
Sheffield  Times! 

*§=    Business  Briefs 

Send  items  for  Business  Briefs 
to  Sharon  Gregory  at  the 
Sheffield  Times,  P.O.  Box  1339, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257,  ore-mail 
sheffieldtimes@hotrnail.com. 


ear    Make  a  donation 

The  Sheffield  Times  is 
provided  free  at  distribution 
sites  through-out  Sheffield. 
It's  only  partly  supported  by 
advertising.  When  you  make 
a  donation,  you  help  make 
future  issues  possible  and 
you  get  Sheffield  Times  in  the 
mail.  See  the  form  on  the 
inside  back  cover. 
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THANKYOU! 

To  everyone  who  contributed  this  year  and  during  our 

spring  campaign  to  help  keep  the  Sheffield  Times  going!  To 

anyone  we  missed,  we'll  get  you  into  the  next  issue.   For 

those  who  still  want  to  give,  there  is  a  contribution  slip  on 

the  last  page  of  each  issue.. 


John  and  Emily  Alexander 

Betty  and  Fred  Bangs 

Anne  Marie  Berger 

Andrew  and  Louise  Bergman 

Mary  Blaise 

Catie  Carolan  and  Connie 

Cooper 
Aiden  Cassidy  &  Charles  Teti 
Carol  Cramer 
Branch  D.  Elam 
Nancy  Hahn 


Madi  Lanier 
Allison  Lassoe 
Wesley  McCain  and 

Noreen  Storrie 
Howard  S.  Mott,  Inc. 
Phyllis  Samuels 
Sheffield  Land  Trust 
Donald  B.Victor 
Mr.  Jeffrey  Waingrow  and 

Ms.  KayWillmette 
Jackie  Weaver 
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area.  "We  thought  there  would  be  a 
collapse  after  9/11,"  says  Joe  Carini, 
president  of  Wheeler  &  Taylor  Real- 
ty in  Great  Barrington.  "But  within 
30  days,  the  market  zoomed  up, 
even  with  the  stock  market  in  de- 
cline." He  said  that  people  in  the 
industry  noticed  that  properties 
within  three  hours  of  New  York  City 
all  did  well. 

Many  of  the  house-hunters  Har- 
ney sees  are  looking  for  a  second 
home.  This  year  will  be  better  than 
last  year,  he  thinks,  because  bonuses 
were  handed  out  on  Wall  Street  at 
the  end  of  2003  (they  weren't  the 
previous  two  years),  and  prevailing 
wisdom  is  that  interest  rates  will  re- 
main low  through  the  2004  election. 

The  proportion  is  about  50/50 
year-round  residents  to  part-timers 
in  Salisbury,  says  Harney.  Unlike 
Salisbury,  only  about  one  in  eight 
homes — 13  percent — in  Sheffield  is 
a  second  home,  according  to  2002 
Town  statistics.  Of  the  197  new 
houses  built  between  1992  and 
2001,  town  records  show,  only  27,  or 
14  percent,  were  second  homes. 

So  it  will  take  a  long  time  for  sec- 
ond home  ownership  in  Sheffield  to 
reach  the  level  found  in  Salisbury. 

Strong  sales,  higher  prices 

Overall,  "there  aren't  that  many 
houses  in  Sheffield — 1,500  maybe," 
says  Bob  Van  Deusen  of  Sheffield 
Realty,  and  there's  a  buyer  for  ev- 
erything, if  it's  priced  right." 

An  analysis  of  Sheffield  home 
sales  done  for  Sheffield's  Master 
Plan  draft  shows  that  there  are  es- 
sentially two  housing  markets.  Of  68 
homes  sold  in  2002,  according  to 
town  records,  the  median  sales  price 
for  the  lower-priced  half  of  the  mar- 
ket was  $134,500  and  for  the  higher- 
priced  half,  $332,500. 

The  past  three  years  have  been 
"the  strongest  in  recent  Berkshire 
history,"  says  Carini.  "There  may 
have  been  a  higher  number  of 
homes  sold  in  the  late  '80s,  but  the 
prices  now  are  certainly  higher." 
Sales  have  been  steady,  according  to 
Multiple  Listing  Service  (MLS) 


sales  reported  in  Sheffield  (which 
don't  include  private  transactions): 
58  in  2001,  56  in  2002  and  57  in 
2003.  Despite  the  strong  demand,  it 
still  takes  a  few  months  to  sell  a 
house — four  or  five  months  is  not 
unreasonable,  he  says. 

"The  bulk  of  homes  are  split 
50/50  between  those  priced  above 
$400,000  and  those  priced  below 
$400,000,"  Romeo  of  Century  21 
says.  "It's  indicative  that  values  in 
Sheffield  are  quite  good."  Inventory 
is  a  little  better  than  this  time  last 
year,  he's  noticed.  Right  now,  ac- 
cording to  the  MLS,  there  are  24 
residential  properties  for  sale  in 
Sheffield,  with  prices  ranging  from 
$210,000  to  $2.7  million. 

Properties  selling  for  more  than 
$1  million  are  a  new  phenomenon. 
"In  2002,  Wheeler  &  Taylor  sold  a 
property  for  $1.8  million — the  high- 
est residential  transaction  ever  in 
Sheffield,"  Carini  says.  "And  al- 
ready in  2004,  a  property  sold  for 
over  $2  million."  Harney  says  prices 
in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls  have 
started  to  catch  up  with  those  in 
Salisbury,  though  he  sees  more 
high-end  properties  in  Connecticut. 

Homes  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
range  are  getting  scarcer.  "As  with 
most  of  southern  Berkshire  County," 
Romeo  says,  "there's  a  distinct 
shortage  of  properties  affordable  to 
our  local  people."  "Anything  under 
$250,000  in  South  County  is 
snapped  up,"  says  Carini.  "Every  de- 
sirable community  in  every  state  in 
the  country  is  in  need  of 
'affordable'  housing." 

Preston  sees  prices  as  remaining 
stable,  though  "we  could  use  more 
homes  around  $200,000."  "Afford- 
able housing  is  a  problem  through- 
out Massachusetts,  not  just  here," 
she  says.  "But  if  you  really  search 
and  are  a  qualified  buyer,  and  can 
wait  some,  you  can  find  it." 

Van  Deusen  says  that  right  now 
there  is  "nothing  under  $250,000." 
He's  been  in  business  long  enough 
to  sell  the  same  property  more  than 
once.  One  house  he  sold  for 
$60,000  in  1980  recently  sold  for 
$229,000. 


Housing  prices  are  lower  in  New 
York  state,  but  the  taxes  are  much 
higher.  "Sheffield  taxes  are  peanuts 
compared  with  Columbia  County," 
Carini  says. 

The  pace  of  development 

Commercial  property  in  Shef- 
field, mostly  along  the  Rte  7,  consid- 
ered a  highly  desirable  corridor,  says 
Romeo.  Right  now  there  are  only 
five  commercial  properties  for  sale  in 
town,  from  $300,000  to  $650,000. 

There  are  not  that  many  rental 
properties  in  southern  Berkshire 
County.  More  than  80  percent  of 
those  who  live  in  Sheffield  own 
their  own  homes,  according  to  Mas- 
ter Plan  statistics.  Unlike  Lenox  or 
other  resort  areas,  there  is  no  central 
clearinghouse  for  seasonal  rentals  in 
South  County,  says  Romeo.  Harney 
says  that  the  rental  market  has  been 
off  the  past  couple  of  years,  which  he 
attributes  to  people  putting  their 
money  into  down  payments  rather 
than  seasonal  rentals. 

Not  much  land  comes  up  for  sale 
in  Sheffield,  agents  say.  When  it 
does,  the  price  is  typically  $20,000 
to  $25,000  an  acre,  says  Harney. 
"There's  nothing  reasonably  priced 
on  the  market  right  now,"  says 
Van  Deusen. 

According  to  town  statistics,  new 
homes  have  been  built  in  Sheffield 
at  the  rate  of  about  20  per  year  from 
1992-2001.  There's  no  sign  of  the 
pace  picking  up.  In  fact,  for  1997- 
2001,  the  average  has  been  closer  to 
1 5  new  homes  per  year. 

"There's  very  little  development 
in  Sheffield,"  says  Romeo,  who 
nonetheless  sees  the  need  for  "smart 
growth"  programs  in  South  County 
to  help  balance  commercial  and 
residential  growth  with  land 
preservation.  "We've  enjoyed  a 
really  wonderful  life  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshires,"  he  says.  "Someone 
said  that  living  in  a  small  town  is 
like  having  a  big  family.  It's  very  true 
of  Sheffield." 

"This  is  a  beautiful  place  to 
live,  and  I  suspect  that  will 
continue  to  bring  people  to  the 
area,"  says  Harney. 

— Andrea  Scott 
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MEET  THE  CLOWNS  OF  SHEFFIELD 


Feeling  a  little  glum?  The  weather, 
family,  job  or  state  of  the  world  get- 
ting you  down?  Need  some  cheering 
up?  Maybe  you  need  to  meet  Shef- 
field's own  Glory  Be-Clown 
Ministry  Troupe. 

The  group,  organized  in  1996  at 
Old  Parish  Church,  started  with  Sue 
Kaufman's  desire  to  present  the  re- 
sults of  the  church's  Capital  Cam- 
paign in  "an  interesting  way."  Sue, 
having  watched  Sally  Kelly  direct 
various  adult  and  children's  skits  and 
clown  acts,  asked  Sally  for  some 
ideas.  Together  they  dressed  Sue  up 
in  a  clown  costume  and  white  face, 
and  one  Sunday  morning  she  ap- 
peared to  thank  the  congregation  for 
their  support  of  the  church's  build- 
ing needs.  She  was  a  tremendous  hit. 

Kelly,  a  born  drama  coach,  put  a 
notice  in  the  church  bulletin  invit- 
ing all  who  might  be  interested  in  a 
clown  ministry  to  attend  a  meeting. 
Not  knowing  who,  if  any,  would  at- 
tend, she  was  apprehensive.  But  her 
fears  were  quickly  put  aside  when 
four  curious,  unsure  recruits  arrived. 
She  explained  that  clowns  turn  our 
human  weaknesses,  failures,  and 
fears  into  positive  experiences,  that 
while  we  worry  about  bumping  into 
doors,  tripping,  falling  and  doing 
dumb  things  that  will  embarrass  us, 
clowns  do  these  things  on  purpose. 
They  make  us  laugh  at  them  and 
ourselves.  Clowns  express  human 
vulnerability  and  then  transform  it 
into  acceptance,  joy,  and  love. 

That  initial  conversation  quickly 
turned  into  action.  Weekly  Saturday 
morning  workshops  were  held,  and 
the  group  learned  clowning  tech- 
niques, worked  on  improvisations, 
shared  ideas  on  costuming,  began  to 
develop  personas,  learned  makeup, 
and  selected  clown  names,  punctuat- 
ed by  laughter  and  camaraderie. 

Although  Kelly,  the  talented  and 
inspired  leader,  recently  moved  to 
New  Hampshire,  three  of  that  early 
band  are  still  in  the  troupe.  Sandy 


French  uses  the 
clown  character 
of  Willie.  Marsha 
Kenyon  is  Sunny 
and  Sue  Kaufman 
Posey.  They  have 
been  joined  by 
Sally's  grandson, 
Dwight  Kelly 
(Stanley),  Mari- 
lyn Wightman  (Klutz),  Catherine 
Miller  (Zeke)  and  Dale  Drimmer 
(Ajax)  and  Dale's  dog,  Marmalade. 

When  in  clown  costume,  these 
community  leaders  are  hardly  recog- 
nizable and  their  antics  destroy  as- 
sumptions of  "respectability."  Sue 
Kaufman  explained  recently  that 
clowning  has  freed  her  to  be  and  do 
more.  "Being  a  clown  has  allowed 
me  to  enjoy  new  ways  of  interacting 
with  people.  I  used  to  be  afraid  of 
making  a  fool  of  myself.  Now  I  don't 
worry  about  it,  and  I  have  such  fun 
with  people  who  used  to  be  intimi- 
dating," she  said. 

All  the  clowns  agree  that  despite 
their  busy  work,  home,  and  commu- 
nity obligations,  they  find  that 
clowning  brings  them  joy,  laughter 
and  a  reduction  in  stress.  They  note 
that  an  unexpected  pleasure  is  the 
pure  enjoyment  of  their  families, 
who  can't  quite  believe  their  trans- 
formation as  clowns.  One  of  the 
clowns  discovered  that  all  her  grown 
children  have  her  clown  picture  on 
their  refrigerators. 

The  mission  of  this  merry  group 
is  to  bring  therapeutic  laughter  and 
love  to  the  elderly,  ill  or  infirm,  and 
to  stressed  adults  and  children.  They 
perform  at  churches,  senior  centers, 
nursing  homes,  schools  and  commu- 
nity organizations.  Last  fall  they 
were  spotted  wandering  through  the 
crowd  at  Sheffield  in  Celebration 
giving  out  specially  designed  bal- 
loons and  stickers,  juggling,  demon- 
strating sleight-of-hand  tricks,  tak- 
ing pictures  and  generally  bringing  a 
zany  spirit  to  the  festivities. 
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Some  people  are  amazed  that 
such  a  group  was  founded  in  a 
church  and  is  still  sponsored  by  Old 
Parish.  Sally  Kelly  has  a  quick  an- 
swer to  that.  "Clowns  in  church  are 
not  new.  They  date  back  to  medieval 
times  and  are  needed  to  remind  us 
that  God  created  us  to  enjoy  life.  Be- 
ing a  religious  clown  means  giving 
love  unconditionally."  Then  she 
smiled  and  added,  "I  believe  that 
God  has  a  sense  of  humor,  loves  to 
have  us  laugh  and  smiles  on  clowns." 
Although  a  continuing  outreach  of 
Old  Parish,  the  current  group  repre- 
sents other  churches  and  faith  tradi- 
tions and  continues  to  explore  new 
ways  of  expressing  universal  love 
and  acceptance. 

One  of  their  most  popular  recent 
gigs  is  a  production  of  the  Parable  of 
the  Talents,  a  clown  version  of  the 
well-known  Bible  story.  They  have 
performed  it  in  Catholic,  Episcopal, 
Methodist,  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  community  churches  in  Shef- 
field, Ashley  Falls,  New  Marlbor- 
ough, Great  Barrington,  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Monterey  and  Richmond. 
When  these  special  services  are  over, 
you  can  see  the  parishioners  leaving 
with  broad  smiles,  a  lightness  in 
their  step,  and  a  renewed  spirit. 

A  new  production,  "The  Parable 
of  the  Prodigal  Clown,"  is  in  process. 
In  addition,  the  troupe  has  a  series  of 
circus  acts  and  skits  that  they  take  to 
other  venues.  For  more  information 
on  the  Troupe,  call  Sue  Kaufman  at 
229-2403  or  Marilyn  Wightman  at 
229-8837. 

— Marilyn  Wightman 


A  "LONG  WAY  BACK"  WITH  LOET  VELMANS 

Sitting  in  Loet  and  Edith  Velmans' 
Sheffield  kitchen  with  Mt.  Everett 
looming  majestically  in  the  back- 
ground, it  is  hard  to  see  in  the  cul- 
tured, gentle  man  sitting  across  from 
me  the  same  man — but  much 
younger — described  in  his  sobering 
book,  "Long  Way  Back  to  the  River 
Kwai:  Memories  of  World  War  II." 
The  young  man  had  endured  un- 
speakable barbarity  and  physical  suf- 
fering at  the  hands  of  the  Japanese. 
The  mature  man  framed  by  the 
mountain  had  changed.  But  how? 
What  had  he  learned? 

The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  host- 
ed Loet's  first  book  signing,  a  stand- 
ing room  only  crowd.  "It  got  started 
with  a  bang  in  Sheffield!"  he  en- 
thused. Since  then  he  has  had  simi- 
lar events  at  The  Bookstore  in  Le- 
nox, and  Barnes  and  Noble  in  Man- 
hattan's Lincoln  Center.  He  had  an 
interview  with  Alan  Chartock  on 
WAMC,  a  favorable  review  from 
Jonathon  Yardley  of  The  Washing- 
ton Post,  articles  in  The  Berkshire 
Eagle,  The  Berkshire  Record  and 
The  Advocate,  among  others.  He 
has  presented  his  book  at  the  Neth- 
erlands Club  of  New  York  City  and 
his  book  is  a  selection  of  the  History 
Book  Club. 

Loet  tells  how  he  has  received 
letters  from  all  over  the  country,  par- 
ticularly from  friends  who  wrote, 
"We  knew  you  had  not  had  'a  good 
time'  during  the  war,  but  now  we 
know  where  you  are  coming  from." 
His  19-year-old  grandson — a  young 
man  about  the  age  o{  Loet  when  he 
was  in  Thailand — wrote  to  tell  his 


grandfather  how  much  his  story 
moved  him.  Having  been  inter- 
viewed by  a  writer  for  DeVolkstraat, 
a  major  Dutch  newspaper,  Loet  re- 
ceived an  e-mail  from  a  woman 
whose  last  name  is  also  Velmans. 
They  are  trying  now,  via  email,  to 
figure  out  their  relationship.  "Vel- 
mans is  a  very  unusual  name,"  he 
notes.  "And  she  is  not  Jewish." 

Those  who  have  read  the  book 
know  that  Loet  does  not  mince 
words  when  he  describes  the  cruelty 
of  his  captors  and  his  own  suffering. 
How  had  he  survived  when  many 
around  him  died?  His  youth.  His  op- 
timism. His  recklessness.  His  luck. 
"Adolescents  never  believe  anything 
bad  will  happen  to  them." 

Loet  describes  himself  as  "an  itin- 
erant outsider."  Although  he  grew  up 
Dutch  and  is  now  an  American  citi- 
zen, he  sees  himself  as  a  "citizen  of 
the  world,"  and  finds  himself  equally 
comfortable  in  France,  Italy,  the 
Netherlands  and  Britain.  Does  this 
perspective  give  him  any  special  wis- 
dom? "Not  particularly,"  he  com- 
ments. In  his  judgment  "the  least 
stupid"  win  wars.  In  the  book  he 
cites  as  an  example  the  Dutch  Army 
in  the  East  Indies  that  sent  a  mobile 
kitchen,  complete  with  cooks  and 
dishwashers,  ahead  of  the  lines  to  spear- 
head one  of  their  defense  positions. 

"Keep  believing  in  the  silver  lin- 
ing," he  observes.  The  glass  is  always 
half-full,  never  half  empty.  Trust 
your  luck.  Be  positive.  Have  a  goal, 
but  be  ready  for  the  unanticipated. 

Perhaps  that's  the  key.  Most 
young  men  and  women  in  America 


today  have  their  futures  mapped  for 
them:  graduation  from  high  school; 
college;  fulfilling  work.  For  Loet  Vel- 
mans it  was  unexpected — a  daring 
sea  escape  from  Holland  ahead  of 
invading  Nazis  only  to  fight  another 
enemy  in  another  part  of  the  world; 
capture  by  the  Japanese;  slave  labor 
along  the  Burmese -Thai  border;  suf- 
fering; survival  against  incredible 
odds.  He  was  tested  mentally,  physi- 
cally, spiritually.  Only  later  came  the 
fruit — a  wonderful  marriage  to 
Edith;  family;  a  successful  career  as 
an  international  businessman;  now  a 
reflective,  respected  and  generous 
neighbor  and  friend. 

I  asked  him  if  his  Jewish  religion 
had  ever  been  a  factor  in  what  hap- 
pened to  him.  He  responded  that  it 
had  not,  as  far  as  his  Japanese  cap- 
tors were  concerned.  They  wouldn't 
have  known  the  difference  between 
the  various  Western  religions,  to  be- 
gin with,  and  even  if  they  had,  that 
knowledge  would  have  been  irrele- 
vant. For  wartime  Japanese  captors, 
prisoners  had  value  only  as  slave  la- 
borers. Would  his  answer  have  been 
different  if  he  had  decided  to  fight  in 
Holland  instead?  "The  Nazis  prac- 
ticed genocide,"  he  said,  quietly. 
"Most  of  my  family  that  stayed  on  in 
the  Netherlands  were  wiped  out." 

But  Loet,  because  he  was  young, 
strong  and  positive — and  because  he 
was  lucky — survived.  Those  of  us 
who  know  him  and  have  heard  his 
story  are  the  fortunate  ones. 

— John  G .  Wightman 

"Long  Way  Back  to  the  River  Kwai"  is 
available  at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
and  most  major  and  local  booksellers. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE  LOOKING  FOR  VOLUNTEERS 


For  the  past  few  years,  the  School 
Community  Health  Promotion 
Committee,  with  members  from  staff 
and  students  from  Mt.  Everett  High 
School,  county  health  educators  and 
the  general  community,  has  worked 
on  programs  to  improve  the  health 
education  of  our  children. 

The  programs  have  focused  on 
issues  such  as  dating  violence, 
bullying,  eating  disorders,  and 
suicide,  as  well  as  the  prevention  of 
smoking,  alcohol  use,  and  drug  use. 
Some  of  the  work  has  been  done  in 
conjunction  with  the  South  Berk- 
shire Youth  Coalition  and  the 
Railroad  Street  Youth  Project. 

One  goal  of  the  committee  is  to 
try  to  cut  down  the  number  of 
alcohol-related  accidents  in  the 
region.  The  group  has  done  a 
community-wide  survey  on  the  use 
of  alcohol  by  adults  and  adult 
opinions  on  teen  alcohol  use,  as  well 


as  doing  research  on  the  Safe  Rides 
and  Safe  Homes  programs.  These 
programs  look  at  how  to  provide 
safe  places  for  children  to 
congregate  and  safe  ways  for  them  to 
get  home  when  they  are  in 
dangerous  situations. 

In  the  last  two  years,  much  of  the 
group's  funding  that  has  come 
through  the  schools  has  been  cut.  In 
addition,  many  of  the  agencies 
providing  services  have  experienced 
budget  cuts  as  well.  "We  are  always 
looking  for  grants  and  new  ideas," 
says  Marsha  Pshenishny,  a 
committee  member.  "We  are  in  need 
of  more  input  from  the  community. 
We  need  to  work  together  to  protect 
these  kids." 

The  committee  welcomes  new 
members.  For  more  information, 
contact  Deb  Phillips  at  the 
Community  Health  Center  of  the 
Berkshires,  413-528-8580. 


SATURDAY  MARKET  AT 
DEWEY  MEMORIAL  HALL 

A  new  season  of  Dewey  Hall's 
Saturday  Market  starts  March  1 3 
and  runs  through  May  1 .  Come 
and  buy  your  favorite  baked 
goodies,  bread,  flowers,  and 
other  treats.  Or  come  and  have 
coffee  or  tea  with  friends. 
Saturdays  10am  to  1pm. 

ARCHITECTURE  TOUR 

On  Wed.,  April  28,  join  the  Taconic 
Learning  Center  on  a  field  trip  to 
see  modern  buildings  by  outstanding 
architects.  Following  up  on  his 
class,  The  Legacy  of  Early  Masters  in 
20th  Century  Architecture,  local 
architect  John  James  will  be  the 
guide  looking  at  the  influence  of 
different  architects  on  modern 
structures.  The  tour  will  include 
buildings  on  the  campus  of  Vassar 
College  in  Poughkeepsie  and  the 
new  Frank  Gehry  building  on  the 
campus  of  Bard  College  in 
Annandale-on-Hudson.  For  more 
information,  call  Marcia  Friedman 
at  (413)  229-3452. 
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SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Sheffield  known 
as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early 
Greek  Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  win- 
dows set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy 
corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct 
features  of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  resi- 
dence in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.Jones. 


P.O.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 

(413)-229-2077  Fax  (413)-229-3100 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GR1,  CRS 


6 


CONSIGNMENT  SALE  BENEFITS  HEALTH  PROGRAM 


A  two-day  consignment  sale  spon- 
sored by  Community  Health  Pro- 
grams of  Great  Barrington  will  take 
place  on  Sat.,  Mar.  27,  9am-4pm, 
and  Sun.,  Mar.  28,  9am-noon,  in  the 
Searles  Middle  School  gymnasium 
on  Bridge  Street  in  Gt.  Barrington. 
This  sale  will  include  all  types  of 


quality,  gently  used  children's  items: 
>pring/summer  clothing  (sizes 
newborn  to  16),  toys,  videos,  books, 
cribs,  furniture,  sporting  equipment 
and  maternity  clothing. 

Sellers  need  to  get  a  number 
before  the  sale;  there  are  only  150 
being  distributed  for  the  sale.  Pro- 


FREE  CLINIC  RECEIVES  GRANT 


Plans  of  a  group  of  volunteers  to 
open  a  free  health-care  center  for 
the  uninsured  in  the  Southern  Berk- 
shires  region  have  received  a  big 
boost  in  the  form  of  a  $30,000  grant. 
The  grant  was  awarded  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  and  Alli- 
ance Charitable  Foundation. 

"This  grant  will  go  towards 
making  this  dream  a  reality,"  said 
Sheffield  resident  Elaine  Panitz, 
MD,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Volunteers  in  Medicine  (VIM) 
Berkshires.  "It  not  only  tells  health 
care  professionals  that  this  is  a  good 
group  to  be  involved  with,  but  it's 
an  important  validation  of  our 


starting  a  free  clinic." 

Through  a  staff  of  highly  quali- 
fied volunteer  practitioners,  VIM 
Berkshires  plans  to  offer  free  medi- 
cal, dental,  mental,  and  other  health 
care  to  income-qualified  residents  in 
the  Southern  Berkshire  region  as 
well  as  neighboring  towns  in  New 
York  and  Connecticut.  More  than 
10,000  low-income  adults  remain 
uninsured  in  the  area. 

VIM  Berkshires  is  presently 
scouting  out  potential  locations  for 
the  clinic.  It  is  also  in  the  process  of 
hiring  an  executive  director. 

The  Volunteers  in  Medicine 
movement  began  in  Hilton  Head, 


ceeds  will  be  shared  70  percent  tor 
the  seller,  30  percent  tor  CI  IP. 

CHP  is  a  non-profit  organization 
with  a  health  center  located  on  the 
fourth  floor  of  Fairview  Hospital 
that  serves  people  of  all  ages  and  all 
abilities  to  pay,  along  with  various 
family  support  programs.  Call  Mary 
at  528-0457  or  Jennifer  at  528-931 1 
ext.  17  for  more  information. 


SC,  in  1993.  There  are  currently  25 
Volunteers  in  Medicine  clinics  serv- 
ing their  communities  around  the 
United  States  with  40  others  soon 
expected  to  be  operational.  VIM 
Berkshires,  a  not-for-profit  organiza- 
tion, will  be  the  first  Volunteers  in 
Medicine  free  health  care  center  for 
the  uninsured  in  New  England. 

To  date,  more  than  100  health- 
care professionals  from  the  Southern 
Berkshires  have  expressed  an  inter- 
est in  volunteering  their  services. 
Scores  of  residents,  from  retired  ex- 
ecutives to  working  business  people 
to  homemakers,  have  volunteered 
their  time  as  well. 
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FLYING  CLOUD  INSTITUTE  ENRICHES  LIFE  OF  SHEFFIELD  STUDENTS 


For  the  past  decade  Jane  Burke  and 
the  Flying  Cloud  Institute  have  be- 
come an  important  part  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  educational  programs.  Ac- 
cording to  Glenn  DeVoti,  principal 
at  Mt.  Everett  High  School,  "Jane 
and  Flying  Cloud  are  among  the 
greatest  assets  of  the  school  district." 
Gail  Guthrie,  a  fourth-grade  teacher, 
calls  Jane  the  school's  "fairy  god- 
mother." "If  a  teacher  has  a  vision 
that  will  enhance  her  student's  edu- 
cational experiences,  Jane  will  help 
make  that  vision  a  reality,"  she  says. 

The  Flying  Cloud  Institute  is  a 
non-profit  organization  located  on 
South  Sandisfield  Road  in  New 
Marlborough.  Originally  founded  in 
1980  by  Jane  and  Larry  Burke  as  a 
center  to  demonstrate  sustainable 
agriculture,  alternative  conservation 
practices  and  earth  stewardship,  it 
was  reorganized  in  1984  as  an 
educational  center  with  an 
emphasis  on  science,  dance  and 
pottery,  areas  in  which  Jane  has 
training  and  experience. 

The  institute  has  studios  for 
dance,  pottery  and  art  studios,  a  sci- 
ence room  and  200  acres  for  envi- 
ronmental studies  and  organic  flower 
and  vegetable  gardening.  Jane  Burke 
is  the  director,  administrator  and 
head  teacher.  There  are  25  teachers 
working  with  the  institute,  including 
artists,  sculptors,  dancers,  actors,  en- 
vironmentalists, scientists  and  early 


childhood  specialists. 

Besides  being  an  artist  and  scien- 
tist herself,  Jane  is  committed  to 
public  education  and  to  creative 
ways  of  learning.  She  believes  that 
contact  with  working  artists  and  sci- 
entists both  in  the  classroom  and  in 
after-school  programs  "introduces 
new  students  to  role  models  who  en- 
hance learning  by  providing  unique 
opportunities  for  creative  thinking 
and  scientific  investigation." 

Her  involvement  with  the 
schools  began  10  years  ago  when  she 
started  after  school  pottery  classes  at 
Mill  River  and  Undermountain  Ele- 
mentary Schools  and  Mt.  Everett 
High  School,  supported  by  grants 
from  local  cultural  councils.  Over 
the  last  five  years,  half-day  work- 
shops in  both  science  and  art  have 
been  added  on  the  early-release  days 
scheduled  for  staff  development. 

Although  there  is  a  small  fee  for 
this,  scholarships  are  provided  to  any 
family  needing  assistance. 

Flying  Cloud  currently  contrib- 
utes to  the  education  of  Sheffield 
and  other  Berkshire  County  students 
in  three  major  ways.  It  brings  scien- 
tists and  artists  to  the  schools  to 
work  in  collaboration  with  elemen- 
tary, middle  and  high  school  teach- 
ers both  in  the  classrooms  and  in  af- 
ter school  workshops.  It  runs  a  sum- 
mer arts  and  sciences  program  at  the 
institute  campus  geared  to  students 
of  South  County  aged  5-15.  And  it 


has  organized  a  Young  Women  in 
Science  summer  program  for  middle 
school  girls  on  the  Simons  Rock 
campus  of  Bard  College  in  Gt.  Bar- 
rington.  Some  30  percent  of  the  pro- 
gram's students  come  from  Mt.  Everett. 
This  summer  Flying  Cloud  will  be 
celebrating  its  20th  anniversary  as  an 
educational  center.  As  part  of  the 
celebration,  summer-program  gradu- 
ates who  are  now  working  artists  and 
performers  will  return  to  the  pro- 
gram, and  some  will  give  workshops. 

School-year  programs 

Since  2001,  Flying  Cloud  has  as- 
sisted the  school  district  in  winning 
close  to  $60,000  in  grants  from  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's 
Creative  Schools  Program.  These 
funds  support  an  Artists  in  Resi- 
dence program  in  theater,  dance,  art, 
sculpture  and  environmental  educa- 
tion. Coordinated  by  Jane,  the  pro- 
gram brings  artists  into  the  class- 
rooms to  work  with  teachers  to  inte- 
grate dance  and  art  into  the  curricu- 
lum. Last  year,  dance  was  used  to 
teach  chemical  reactions  in  three 
science  classes.  The  dancers  worked 
with  classroom  teachers  to  identify 
concepts  that  were  particularly  diffi- 
cult for  the  students  to  understand, 
and  they  helped  the  students  visual- 
ize them  through  dance  movements. 
In  addition,  two  high  school  classes 
coordinated  with  first-grade  students 
who  were  learning  about  oxygen  and 
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breathing.  The  younger  students 
represented  oxygen  and  their  dance 
configurations  changed  as  substances 
were  created  or  broken  down.  Other 
elementary  classes  were  invited  to 
the  performances. 

Dance  movements  are  also  help- 
ful in  understanding  and  remember- 
ing mathematical  concepts.  In  the 
eleventh-grade  trigonometry  class, 
seven  steps  leading  to  a  mathemati- 
cal solution  were  expressed  in  dance. 
These  creative  ways  of  teaching  are 
particularly  valuable  for  students 
who  have  difficulty  learning  in  more 
traditional  manners.  Students  have 
reported  using  the  dance  images  to 
help  answer  MCAT  questions. 

Jan  Storti,  head  of  Mt.  Everett's 
English  department,  is  delighted  to 
be  working  with  two  artists  this  year, 
a  poet  who  participates  in  selected 
classrooms  from  kindergarten  to  high 
school  and  a  local  artist  who  directs 
an  interactive  theater  program. 

Jane  is  also  committed  to  build- 
ing a  K-12  environmental  education 
program  in  the  school.  She  has 
worked  with  the  teachers  to  success- 
fully obtain  grants  from  the  Berk- 
shire-Taconic  Foundation,  the  Berk- 
shire Environmental  Fund,  Janet's 
Fund  and  the  Eagle  Fund.  When 
Jane  asked  her  usual  question  "What 
do  you  want  and  what  can  I  do  to 
help?"  of  Carol  Ide,  third-grade 
teacher,  Carol  asked  for  a  vernal- 
pool  trail  in  the  school  wetlands. 
Jane  proceeded  to  make  it  happen. 
The  Berkshire  Environmental  Fund 
has  given  $20,000  to  build  the  wet- 
lands trail  at  the  school  and  to  train 
teachers  how  to  integrate  ecosystem 
information  in  the  curriculum. 

Peggy  Reeves  in  the  art  depart- 
ment attributes  the  school's  success 
in  obtaining  so  many  grants  to 
"Jane's  energy,  managerial  skills,  vi- 
sion and  perseverance."  Not  only 
does  Jane  make  sure  that  funding  is 
obtained,  she  works  closely  with 
teachers  at  all  levels  to  be  sure  the 
new  programs  are  integrated  into  the 
Massachusetts  curriculum  frameworks. 

The  Institute  also  offers  work- 
shops in  ceramics,  science,  art  and 
puppetry  during  the  February  school 


vacation.  Students  can  sign  up  for 
individual  days  or  for  a  whole  week 
of  workshops. 

The  summer  program 

Each  summer,  Flying  Cloud  offers 
a  rich  program  in  art,  dance,  theatre 
and  environmental  studies,  with 
three  two-week  sessions.  Funded  by 
tuition  fees,  grants  and  private  dona- 
tions, the  program  is  attended  by 
1 20  children  from  Sheffield,  New 
Marlborough,  Egremont  and  as  far 
away  as  Hillsdale,  Pittsfield  and 
Winsted.  There  is  a  beginner  pro- 
gram for  students  aged  5-6,  an  inter- 
mediate program  for  those  7-11  and 
an  advanced  program  for  ages  12  and 
up.  Students  work  in  groups  of  ten 
with  specialists  in  dance,  music,  art 
and  science.  They  may  attend  one  or 
more  of  the  two-week  sessions. 
Teachers  from  Undermountain  and 
Mt  Everett  have  also  participated, 
learning  new  ways  to  enrich  their 
classroom  teaching. 

This  summer,  many  of  the  work- 
shops will  be  organized  around 
themes  related  to  the  Housatonic 
River  to  tie  in  with  the  planned  re- 
gion-wide celebration  of  the  river. 
Advanced  students  in  the  science 
session  will  participate  in  the  "geolo- 
gy of  clay"  presentation  at  Sheffield 
Pottery  on  July  3,  as  part  of  Shef- 
field's River  Day  Celebration.  On 
that  day  there  will  also  be  a  Raku 
firing  at  the  pottery  where  children 
can  glaze  a  pot  and  see  it  fired  and 
completed  in  a  half  hour. 

The  summer  program  for  older 
children  focuses  on  science  during 
the  first  two  weeks,  followed  by  visu- 
al arts  during  the  second  two  weeks 
and  performing  arts  during  the  third 
period.  Based  on  their  study  of  the 
river  ecosystems,  this  group  will 
build  a  model  of  the  river  which  will 
be  displayed  on  July  3  at  the  Berk- 
shire National  Fish  Hatchery  on 
River  Road  in  New  Marlborough. 
On  Aug.  14  there  will  be  a  perfor- 
mance at  the  Norman  Rockwell  Mu- 
seum by  the  advanced  group  based 
on  their  work  during  the  performing 
arts  session.  There  may  also  be  an  art 
exhibit  by  the  12-15  year  olds. 


Support  the  Sheffield  Times! 
See  page  27. 

Young  Women  in  Science  Program 

In  the  summer  of  2000,  with  the 
support  of  the  Women's  Fund  of 
Western  Massachusetts,  Flying 
Cloud  started  the  Young  Women  in 
Science  program  for  middle  school 
girls.  This  is  held  in  the  Fisher  Sci- 
ence Center  at  the  Simons  Rock 
campus.  The  students  spend  a  week 
working  with  women  research  scien- 
tists from  a  variety  of  colleges  and 
organizations.  The  scientists  present 
their  research  and  career  experiences 
and  then  lead  an  afternoon  laborato- 
ry class  in  their  respective  fields. 
During  the  introductory  session,  up 
to  14  seventh-  and  eighth-grade  stu- 
dents are  introduced  to  a  variety  of 
scientific  subjects.  In  the  advanced 
session,  older  girls  work  on  more  ad- 
vanced topics  such  as  DNA  and  en- 
gineering. 

Some  of  the  students  have  now 
attended  for  four  years.  During  the 
recent  school  vacation  week,  some 
of  the  students  from  the  advanced 
program,  now  in  their  junior  year  of 
high  school,  visited  the  laboratories 
of  the  participating  women  scientists 
from  Smith  and  the  University  of 
Massachusetts.  In  April  they  will 
visit  Yale  and  Tufts. 

In  addition  to  the  summer  pro- 
gram, during  the  school  year,  visiting 
women  scientists  make  classroom 
presentations  to  middle  school  stu- 
dents and  stay  on  to  lead  after- 
school  science  workshops  for  inter- 
ested students. 

For  more  information 

As  a  non-profit  organization,  Fly- 
ing Cloud  is  dependent  on  grants 
and  private  donations  for  the  after 
school  programs  and  summer  pro- 
grams. Scholarships  are  available  so 
that  all  students  who  wish  to  partici- 
pate are  able  to  do  so.  Details  about 
the  2004  summer  program  will  be 
available  in  March.  For  more  infor- 
mation or  to  be  put  on  the  mailing 
list,  contact  Jane  Burke  at  229-3321 
or  FLYCLOUD@earthlink.net. 

"Ellen  Rmnitree 
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VERLYN  KLINKENBORG  SPEAKS  ON 
'FARMING  AN  EMPTY  LANDSCAPE' 

Author  and  New  York  Times  editorial  board  member 
Verlyn  Klinkenborg  will  be  the  speaker  for  The  Great 
Barrington  Land  Conservancy's  Spring  2004  Lecture. 

Klinkenborg,  author  of 
"The  Rural  Life" 
(2003),  will  speak  about 
the  plight  of  the  Ameri- 
can farmer  and  Ameri- 
can attitudes  toward  use 
of  their  land,  survival  of 
local  farming,  and  the 
democratic  process. 
Born  to  a  line  of  Iowa 
farmers,  Klinkenborg 
raises  horses,  chickens, 
pigs,  bees,  and  assorted 
vegetables  and  fruits  on 
his  Austerlitz  farm,  which  he  tends  with  his  wife,  Lindy 
Smith,  a  photographer. 

The  lecture  will  be  held  at  2pm  on  Sun.,  Mar.  28,  at 
St.  James  Church  at  352  Main  St.,  Great  Barrington. 
Admission  is  a  $10  donation  to  the  Conservancy  at  the 
door.  Children  under  eight  may  attend  for  free. 
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SHEFFIELD  GROUPS  RECEIVE  GRANTS 

Three  Sheffield  groups  were  among  the  30  in  the  region 
to  receive  grants  from  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community 
Foundation's  (BTCF)  General  Fund.  Recipients  are: 

•  First  Congregational  Church  (Old  Parish):  $1,500  for 
an  interior  and  exterior  building  condition  survey 
that  will  allow  the  church  to  develop  a  long-term 
plan  for  restoration  and  improved  public  access. 

•  Sheffield  Historical  Society:  $1 ,000  for  the  creation 
of  informational  literature,  allowing  the  community 
more  access  to  their  collection  through  their 
website  and  creating  more  effective  presentations 
of  the  services  they  offer. 

•  Senior  Center:  $1 ,556  to  work  with  other  nonprofits 
in  establishing  a  volunteer  network  that  will  match 
up  people  with  appropriate  volunteer  opportunities 
by  means  of  a  database  run  by  volunteers. 

BTCF's  General  Fund  supports  projects  in  the  areas 
of  health,  human  services,  the  arts,  environment  and 
education.  BTCF  reviewed  37  applications  and  awarded 
the  30  grants  based  on  excellence  of  the  project  or 
service,  its  impact  on  the  organization  or  community 
and  the  ability  of  the  organization  to  carry  out  the 
project.  BTCF  is  a  nonprofit  organization  that  cultivates 
philanthropy  in  ways  that  have  a  direct  positive  impact 
in  Berkshire,  Columbia,  northeast  Dutchess  and 
northwest  Litchfield  counties.  For  information  please 
contact  BTCF  at  271  Main  St.,  Suite  3,  Gt  Barrington, 
AAA,  800-969-2823,  info@berkshiretaconic.org  or 
www.berkshiretaconic.org. 

TLC  PRESENTS  LECTURE  SERIES  ON 
CLARA  SCHUMANN 
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Trudy  Weaver  Miller  will  discuss  the  life  and  music  of 
Clara  Wieck  Schumann  in  three  lectures  on  Wed. 
March  3,  10  and  17.  Clara  Schumann,  aside  from  being 
^7   ^  MlflOfgel  ^»     tne  wu<e  °f  a  famous  composer,  was  a  fine  teacher, 

composer,  music  editor  and  concert  performer.  The 
three-week  class,  part  of  the  offerings  of  the  Taconic 
Learning  Center,  will  be  held  at  Dewey  Hall,  2-4pm. 
TLC's  classes  cover  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  from 
football  to  opera,  genetics  to  Shakespeare.  All  classes  are 
free  to  members.  An  annual  membership  donation  of 
$60  is  requested  in  September  to  cover  the  year's  classes; 
$30  to  cover  the  spring  semester's. 
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413-528-2150 


955  SOUTH  MAIN  ST.,  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA 
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•  CUSTOM  SIGNS 

•  VEHICLE  LETTERING 

•  HOUSE  SIGNS 

•  MAGNETIC  SIGNS 

•  WINDOW  GRAPHICS 

•  DIGITAL  PRINTING 


•  CARVED  SIGNS 

•  BANNERS 

•  ILLUMINATED  SIGNS 

•  VINYL  LETTERS 

•  SERVICE 

•  INSTALLATION 


Get  all  of  your  quality  signage  from  the  award  winning  professionals 


Canaan,  Ct. 
ghisign.com 


800  927-7446 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

GOOD  FRIDAY  ECUMENICAL 

Sponsored  by  Our  Lady  of  the 
Valley,  Christ  Episcopal  Church, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
and  First  Congregational  Church, 
UCC,  this  service  begins  at  Old 
Parish  at  noon,  proceeds  to  Christ 
Episcopal  and  ends  at  Our  Lady  of 
the  Valley.  Everyone  is  welcome! 

OLD  PARISH 

Men's  group.  This  forum  open  to  all 
men  in  the  community  meets  the 
2nd  Sunday  of  the  month  from  7:45- 
8:45am  to  discuss  current  events 
from  the  perspective  of  our  faith. 
Lenten  study  group  forming. 
The  group  is  open  to  everyone,  at  a 
time  and  day  to  be  announced.  Call 
the  church  office  (229-2403)  if  you 
are  interested  in  attending. 

CHRIST  CHURCH 

Lenten  Program.  Christ  Church 
will  offer  a  program  on  Wednesdays 
of  this  penitential  season.  At 
5:45pm  there  will  be  a  celebration  of 
Holy  Eucharist,  followed  by  a  simple 
potluck  supper.  At  7:15  a  Bible 
study  in  the  Parish  Hall  will  focus 
on  the  Psalms.  Participants  will  hear 
and  reflect  on  the  prayers  that  were 
prayed  by  Jesus  Christ.  For  informa- 
tion, call  229-8811. 


KWIK 


PRINT 

INCORPORATED 


From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •  Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •  Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •  Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  •  Letterheads 

Menus  •  Newspapers  •  Newsletters 

NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets 

Wedding  Invitations 

Typesetting/Graphic  Design 

Mac  and  PC  Compatible 

Digital  Plate  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 


~  COLOR  COPIKS 


413/528-2885  •  Fax:  413/528-9220 
35  Bridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  01230 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00  -  4:30     Sat  8:30-12:00 


Churches  &  Services 


ASHLEY  FALLS 

Grace  Bible  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560; 

parsonage 

(860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am 

Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult); 

10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery 

care  provided;    Rev.  Edward  M. 

Eastman  Jr. ,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United 

Methodist) 

1 1 56  Ashley  Falls  Road  (41 3)  229- 

2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 

Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 
Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom 

(reconstructionist) 
North  Street  (413)  528-4197 
Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am. 
Services  are  not  held  every  week. 
Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on 
the  answering  machine,  including 
special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 
Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service; 
Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  fit 
Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah 
Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 
St.  James  352  Main  Street  (41 3) 
528-1330.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday 
Worship.  Rev.  George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of 
South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist 

Church,  198  Main  Street 

(413)528-4850;  home  (413) 

528-3106. 

Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 


SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 
180  Main  Street  (413)  229-8811 
Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy 
Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  & 
childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 
Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne 
Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's 
Witnesses 

Rte  7  a  Kellogg  Road  (413) 

229-8649. 

The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)229- 
0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday 
School;  10:45am  Worship  Service; 
6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm 
Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V. 
Morris. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of 

Christ) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Art 

Kaufman,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 
Maple  Avenue  (413)229-3028; 
Saturday:  5:30pm  Mass;  Sunday: 
Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill 
River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non- 
denominational) 
1970  N.  Main  Street, 
www.sheffieldchapel.org  .  (413) 
528-0233  Sunday:  8am  &  10:45am 
Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday 
school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm 
Prayer  Meeting;  Wednesday:  7-9pm 
Separation  and  Divorce  Care 
Seminar/Support  group.  Pastor 
Chet  Howes 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 
HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 
RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  QQ 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION  _ 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY  — 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 
COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 
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OUR  WATER,  A  PRECIOUS  RESOURCE 


SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  2004 
Help  plan  the  4th  Annual  Sheffield  in  Celebration.  This 
year's  theme  is  Sheffield  and  the  River.  The  next  meeting 
is  Wednesday,  March  24,  7pm,  at  Limeys.   For  details 
^contact  Kathy  at  229-8789  or  wildkato@aol.com % 


People  in  Sheffield  must  work  to- 
gether to  protect  the  quality  of  their 
own  and  the  community's  water  sup- 
ply. That  was  the  message  of  Dr.  An- 
drew Stone,  who  delivered  the  sixth 
annual  Sheffield  Land  Trust  Winter 
Lecture  on  Feb.  2 1  at  Dewey  Hall  to 
a  capacity  audience  of  over  100. 
Stone,  an  internationally  known  hy- 
drologist,  is  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  American  Groundwater  Trust 
based  in  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 
The  trust  is  a  not-for-profit  educa- 
tional organization  dedicated  to  edu- 
cating state  and  local  governments, 
businesses  and  the  general  public 
about  water  resources. 

Stone  traced  the  long  and  com- 
plicated journey  taken  by  a  molecule 
of  water  before  and  after  it  flows 
through  your  tap  or  toilet  and  what 
might  happen  to  it  along  the  way.  If 
you,  like  most  Sheffield  residents 
and  more  than  150  million  other 
Americans,  rely  on  ground  water  you 
should  be  concerned  not  only  about 
your  "upstream"  water  supply — the 
aquifer  feeding  your  well — which 
might  be  or  become  contaminated 
by  animal  or  industrial  wastes  or 
other  chemicals.  You  should  also  be 
sensitive  to  what  happens  to  the  wa- 
ter in  your  septic  system  and  be- 
yond— for  example,  one  or  more  of 
the  pipes  in  your  leach  field  may 
crack  or  become  clogged,  which 
could  lead  to  inadequate  dispersion 
of  wastes  (and  then  contamination). 


Occasional  periods  of  drought 
notwithstanding,  Sheffield  is 
fortunate  in  having  abundant 
supplies  of  good  clean  water.  Still, 
Stone  recommended  that  the 
community  assess  its  hydrologic 
system,  the  condition  of  its  water, 
the  sources  of  existing  and  possible 
future  contamination,  and  current 
and  future  land  use  patterns  to  be 
sure  that  the  system  can  cope  with 
future  development.  In  addition,  any 
development  needs  to  be  properly 
planned  to  maintaing  the  quality  of 
the  community's  water  supply. 

The  first  steps  of  an  assessment 
would  be  the  collection  and  colla- 
tion of  quantitative  data  about  Shef- 
field's water  resources.  Much  data 
already  exists,  including  a  thorough 
report  commissioned  by  the  Shef- 
field Water  Company,  but  hasn't 
been  plotted  to  see  changing  pat- 
terns over  time.  With  that  kind  of 
analysis,  problems  and  risks  can  be 
identified  and  plans  for  dealing  with 
them  developed.  Because  the  prob- 
lems are  complicated  and  mistakes 
can  be  expensive,  Stone  emphasized 
the  importance  of  retaining  qualified 
and  disinterested  consultants  to  as- 
sist in  making  the  assessment. 

To  increase  public  awareness  of 
water  quality  concerns,  Stone  sug- 
gested that  one  or  more  of  Sheffield's 
public  school  teachers  attend  a 
training  course  designed  to  enable 
them  to  incorporate  basic  knowledge 


about  water  into  the  school's  curric- 
ulum. (Most  teachers  participating 
in  these  courses  are  sponsored  by  lo- 
cal businesses.) 

Stone  had  a  number  of  sugges- 
tions for  homeowners  concerned 
about  the  quality  of  their  water: 
•  Have  your  septic  tank  pumped 
out  and  tested  regularly  (some 
experts  recommend  once  every 
three  years)  and  make  sure  that 
your  septic  system  is  properly 
maintained.  A  faulty  system  can 
lead  to  contamination  of  your 
and  your  neighbors'  water  supply. 

•  All  heating  oil  tanks  should  be 
above  ground  and  the  tank  and 
oil  lines  inspected  periodically  to 
make  sure  they  are  in  good 
condition  and  there  are  no  leaks. 

•  If  you  have  a  water  treatment 
system  (a  water  softener  or 
filtration  system,  for  example), 
make  sure  that  it's  in  good 
operating  order  and  that  filters 
and  filtration  media  are 
replaced  regularly. 

•  Be  careful  how  you  apply  pesti- 
cides and  other  chemicals  to 
your  lawn.  You  should  make  sure 
that  you  are  applying  the  right 
sort  of  chemicals  to  correct  your 
lawn's  specific  problems  and  not 
excessive  amounts.  Also,  the 
chemicals  should  not  be  applied 
in  the  vicinity  of  your  well. 

•  Have  your  water  supply  tested 
periodically.  Free  testing  kits  are 
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By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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available  at  Silk's  Variety  Store 
and  the  Great  Barrington  Water 
Department.  The  samples  are 
given  to  a  water-testing  labora- 
tory, with  charges  depending  on 
the  number  of  tests  requested.  A 
test  for  bacteria  and  nitrates 
might  cost  as  little  as  $25,  while 
a  package  of  tests  for  a  broader 
range  of  contaminants  might 
cost  three  to  five  times  as  much. 
If  testing  discloses  that  your  wa- 
ter supply  has  unacceptable  levels  of 
bacteria  or  other  contaminants, 
don't  assume  that  you  will  need  to 
spend  thousands  of  dollars  digging  a 
new  well.  In  many  cases,  the  prob- 
lem could  be  with  the  piping  con- 
necting your  well  to  the  house, 
plumbing  inside  the  house  or  filtra- 
tion equipment  rather  than  with  the 
well  or  the  water  supply. 

In  a  discussion  of  how  to  build  a 
community  profile  of  Sheffield's  wa- 
ter supply  during  the  question-and- 
answer  session  following  Stone's  pre- 
sentation, Selectman  Janet  Stanton 
asked  if  grants  are  available  to  help 
communities  gather  data  and  plot 
wells.  She  pointed  out  that  records 
relating  to  wells  and  septic  systems 
at  Town  Hall  are  available  for  public 
inspection,  though  older  informa- 
tion might  be  difficult  to  access  and 
not  have  as  much  detail  as  newer 
ones.  The  data  in  the  public  records 
is  limited  for  the  most  part  to  that 
submitted  to  town  officials  and 
boards  in  connection  with  inspec- 
tions required  by  law  (for  example, 
the  well  inspections  required  when 
property  is  transferred  or  the  Title  V 
inspections  required  for  building  per- 
mits). She  suggested  that  property 


owners  consider  submitting  well  and 
septic  system  test  results  to  Town 
Hall  for  inclusion  in  the  owners' 
property  records  to  help  build  the 
community  profile. 

More  information  about  water 
resources  is  available  from  the  fol- 
lowing websites  maintained  by 
American  Ground  Water  Trust: 
www.agwt.org  and 
www.privatewell.com.  You  can  sub- 
scribe to  the  Trust's  quarterly  period- 
ical about  private  wells  The  Ameri- 
can Well  Owner  ($5  per  year);  sub- 
scription information  can  be  found 
on  either  website. 

—Peter  Rowntree 


SHEFFIELD  MILESTONES 

Sheffield  lost  an  active  member  of 
the  community  at  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary. Maclyn  Holdredge  had  taught 
and  coached  at  public  and  private 
schools  in  Southern  Berkshire  and 
Northern  Litchfield  counties, 
including  Berkshire  School,  Mt. 
Everett,  Housatonic  Valley,  North 
Canaan  Elementary  and  the  Lee 
Kellogg  schools.  In  addition  to 
coaching  school  ice  and  field 
hockey,  soccer  and  lacrosse  she  was 
involved  with  the  Berkshire  Youth 
Soccer  Program,  Berkshire  Rattler 
Youth  Hockey  community  programs, 
a  field  hockey  referee  and  a  leader  in 
the  Sheffield  Whinnies  4-H  Club. 
Is  there  someone  you  would  like  to 
honor  by  noting  a  birth,  marriage, 
death  or  other  significant  event?  Send 
us  their  name  and  a  sentence  or  two  on 
them,  the  event  or  their  contribution  to 
Sheffield. 


LET  YOUR  VOICE      A 

5E  HEARD 

Comment  on  the  Master  Plan. 

Section  Drafts  are  currently 

available  and  there  will  be 

Public  forums  in  Mau. 

t  (see  p.  \6  &  back  cover)        j 


HEAR  GREAT  OPERA 

On  Sun.,  May  2,  join  the  Taconic 
Learning  Center  for  a  trip  to  Hart- 
ford to  see  a  matinee  performance  of 
Rigoletto  at  the  Bushnell  by  the 
Connecticut  Opera  Co.  For  more 
information,  call  Marcia  Friedman 
at  229-3452. 


FOOD  PROGRAM 

Every  Monday  morning  volunteers 
from  our  community  gather  at  Old 
Parish  Church  to  distribute  food  to 
individuals  and  families  who,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  just  can't  "do  it 
all."  Food  is  donated  from  area 
churches  and  businesses  (Big  Y, 
Price  Chopper,  etc.)  and  bought 
from  donated  funds. 

If  you,  or  someone  you  know,  is 
in  need  of  food  assistance,  call  the 
church  office  (229-8173)  or  stop  in 
on  Mondays  from  9:30-10:30. 

And  don't  forget,  there  is  a  drop- 
off barrel  for  non-perishable  food 
items  inside  the  Sheffield  Branch  of 
Berkshire  Bank,  so  you  can  make  a 
contribution  any  time  the  bank  is 
open.  Thank  you  from  us  all. 
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Conn.  Licensed 
Arborist  #62525 


Ron  Yaple 

Mass.  Certified 

Arborist 


P.O.  Box  603  •  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Office:  413-229-2728 

Fax:413-229-0167 

Cell  Phone:  413-822-0203 

Email:  racemtn@bcn.net 


l9  Year     Electrologist 
***-»«  413-528-4887 

Great  Barrington,  MA 


1  9  Year 
^"'Krsary, 


for  Men  &  Women 

FACE  -  ARMS  -  LEGS  -  EYEBROWS 

HAIRLINE  -  BIKINI  LINE 


C»*20  OFF 


NEW  CLIENTS  ONLY 
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library 


^N  E  W  S 

PEOPLE  MAKE  THE  LIBRARY 


At  10  am  on  a  recent  cold  and 
snowy  Saturday  morning,  half  a 
dozen  people  were  stamping  their 
feet  to  keep  warm  outside  the  main 
entrance  o(  Sheffield's  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  and  waiting  for  Library 
Director  Nancy  Hahn  to  unlock  the 
doors.  By  1 1:30  the  parking  lot  was 
almost  full  and  more  than  70  people 
had  entered. 

Sheffield  residents  have  always 
been  voracious  readers,  and  the 
library  has  always  been  a  busy  place. 
But  patronage  has  increased  dra- 
matically over  the  past  few  years  as 
more  and  more  people  make  use  of 
its  improved  and  expanded  facilities 
or  attend  the  growing  number  of 
book  readings  and  other  special 
events.  During  that  time,  the  library 
has  added  to  and  reorganized  its 
collections,  updated  its  systems  and 
taken  other  steps  to  improve  and 
increase  the  depth  and  variety  of  its 
services.  This  process  is  continu- 
ing— Nancy  and  others  hope  to  be 
able  to  open  the  library  on  Sundays 
in  the  not-too-distant  future  and, 
eventually,  to  add  a  new  wing. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  people  to  run  a 
library  as  active  and  popular  as 
Sheffield's.  Currently,  there  are 
about  28  regular  workers.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  director  (the  only  full 
time  employee),  the  paid  staff 
members  are  Martha  Greene, 
Elizabeth  (Betty)  Drabik  and  Nancy 


Elliot,  all  of  whom  have  worked  at 
the  library  for  many  years,  and 
Elizabeth  Panhorst  and  Nicole 
LeSage,  who  joined  the  workforce  in 
the  last  two  years. 

All  the  rest  are  unpaid  volun- 
teers. They  include  the  Bookmobile 
team  (see  opposite  page)  and  the 
shelvers — John  Wightman,  Cathy 
Hutchison,  Maddy  Ohman, 
Kathleen  Dennison  and  Melissa 
Joyce.  Volunteer  youth  workers 
currently  are  students  Chelsea 
Ziobro  and  Molly  Goodchild.  Other 
volunteers  work  on  special  projects. 
For  example,  last  year  Anna  Seidl 
Hoffmann  and  her  husband,  Percy, 
completed  the  difficult  task  of 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE 
LIBRARY 

(JUST  OFF  ROUTE  7  IN  SHEFFIELD) 
413-229-7004 

HOURS 
Tuesday  10-8 

Wednesday  10-5 

Thursday  10-5 

Friday  10-8 

Saturday  10-5 

Sunday  Closed 

Monday  Closed 


integrating  the  extensive  collection 
of  oversized  books  into  the  library. 

More  volunteers  are  always 
needed!  The  library  is  a  pleasant 
place  to  work,  and  volunteering  is  a 
quick  and  easy  way  to  get  to  know 
more  of  your  neighbors.  If  you  are 
interested,  please  contact  Nancy. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


The  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  is  a  not-for-profit  corpora- 
tion formed  in  1994  when  plans 
were  being  made  to  renovate  the  old 
Sheffield  Center  school  to  serve  as 
the  town  library  (then  housed  in 
what  is  now  the  police  station).  The 
Friends  raised  the  entire  cost  of 
furniture  and  equipment  for  the  new 
facility.  Since  then  the  Friends  have 
financed  a  wide  variety  of  things 
ranging  from  special  programs  for 
children  and  adults  to  acquiring 
computers  and  the  gazebo  behind 
the  library  (and  now,  unfortunately, 


to  repairing  damage  to  the  gazebo 
inflicted  by  vandals).  Members  of 
the  Friends  also  help  out  at  library 
functions — for  example,  setting  up 
tables  and  chairs,  preparing  and 
serving  refreshments  and  selling 
books  at  authors'  book  readings. 

Would  you  like  to  become  a 
member?  Annual  dues  are  only  $5. 
Ask  a  library  staff  member  how 
to  join. 

The  Friends  meet  at  the  library  at 
9am  on  the  second  Saturday  of  every 
month.  Visitors  are  welcome. 

—PR 


Sheffield  Water  Co.,  Inc. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 


1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

P.O.Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)229-2777 


6e</  v&)  6reaAf<irjt 


84  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


4B.229.9992 
wwv.sheffieldinncom 
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LIBRARY  LOOKING  FOR  AIDE 


The  library  is  interviewing  candi- 
dates for  a  new,  paid,  administrative 
assistant  position  to  work  up  to  15 
hours  a  week.  Nancy  is  looking  for 
someone  who  is  outgoing,  friendly 
and  helpful,  and  gets  along  well  with 
others,  especially  children.  Candi- 
dates should  have  excellent  commu- 
nication skills  and  (it  goes  without 


BOOKMOBILE  DAY 

Once  every  seven  to  eight  weeks, 
usually  on  a  Tuesday,  the  Massachu- 
setts Bookmobile  —  a  large  truck 
crammed  with  books  and  videos  -- 
pulls  up  at  the  library's  main  en- 
trance to  pick  up  the  items 
delivered  on  its  last  visit  and  drop 
off  a  new  supply. 

Nancy  climbs  into  the  truck  and 
makes  her  selections — sometimes  as 
many  as  six  or  seven  hundred. 
Martha  Greene  then  mobilizes  the 
special  Bookmobile  team — Inez 
Flinn,  Milly  Gravel,  Cathy 
Hutchison,  Maddy  Ohman,  Beala 
Schiffman,  Eleanor  Shiels,  Dorothy 
Weaver,  John  Weinress  and  John 
Wightman.  After  the  items  are 
carted  into  the  library,  team  mem- 
bers power  up  the  computers  and 
record  the  books  and  videos  into  the 


saying)  love  books  and  reading.  No 
prior  library  experience  is  necessary. 

Duties  include  organizing  chil- 
dren's reading  and  other  programs 
and  book  sales,  as  well  as  helping  to 
process  a  backlog  of  new  book,  audio 
and  video  acquisitions.  Funds  for  the 
new  assistant's  salary  will  be  provid- 
ed by  the  Friends  of  the  Library. 

-PR 


library's  computerized  catalogue. 
Bar-coded  cards  are  printed  out  and 
inserted  into  the  pockets  on  the 
items  which  are  then  loaded  onto 
carts  and  shelved. 

The  library  displays  the  Bookmo- 
bile items  separately.  Books  are  on 
the  main  floor  to  the  left  of  the 
elevator.  Videos  are  to  the  right  of 
the  circulation  desk  on  the  main 
floor.  Audio  books  and  large  print 
books  are  located  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  top  floor. 

The  Bookmobile  is  operated  by 
the  Central  Western  Massachusetts 
Regional  System,  a  state  agency.  It 
and  its  equivalent  organizations  in 
other  parts  of  Massachusetts  also 
operate  the  Inter-Library  Loan 
Service,  through  which  patrons  of 
the  Sheffield  library  are  able  to 


COMING  LIBRARY  EVENTS 

Pre-school  story  time  with 
Eileen  Brennan  and  Martha 
Greene.  Every  Tues.  at  10am. 

The  Inner  Meaning  of  Fairy 
Tales.  Can  you  recognize  the 
Wicked  Witch,  the  Handsome 
Prince  or  Sleeping  Beauty  in 
yourself?  Dr.  Christine  Hobbie,  a 
Jungian-oriented  psychologist, 
will  talk  about  the  meaning  of 
fairy  tales.  Sat.,  Mar.  6  at  2pm. 

Civil  Wars:  A  Battle  for  Gay 
Marriage.  David  Moats  will  lead  a 
book  talk  on  this  timely  subject 
from  the  book  of  the  same  title, 
April  10  at  2pm. 

Book  talk  with  Elise  Lufkin, 
author  of  Found  Dogs:  Tales  of 
Strays  Who  Landed  on  Their  Feet 
and  Second  More  Tales  of  Found 
Dogs.  Sat.,  April  24  at  10am. 

And  save  Sat.,  May  22  for  a 
gardening  symposium  featuring 
several  famous  gardeners. 
10am-4pm. 

(See  also  p.  26) 


borrow  books  and  other  media  from 
public  libraries  throughout  the  state. 
To  make  use  of  this  service,  just 
complete  one  of  the  printed  request 
forms  available  at  the  circulation 
desk  and  give  it  to  a  library  staff 
member.  Requests  are  usually  filled 
within  a  week  or  less.  — PR 


RECOMMENDED  READING 

From  Peter  Rowntree 

Reading  Lolita  in  Tehran,  by  Azar  Nafisi.  A  teacher's 
memoir  of  her  experiences  in  Iran  during  and  after  the 
Islamic  Revolution.  The  author  formed  a  women's  book 
club  to  read  and  discuss  western  books.  Book. 

A  World  Lit  Only  by  Fire,  by  William  Manchester. 
The  Middle  Ages,  the  Renaissance  and  the  Reformation 
for  the  ordinary  reader.  An  easy  to  read  and  very 
entertaining  romp  through  the  history  of  these 
important  times.  Book  and  audio. 

Lincoln;  the  War  Years,  by  Carl  Sandberg.  Excellent 
history  and  biography  available  in  both  book  and  audio 
tape  form.  Book  and  audio. 

Dracula,  by  Bram  Stoker.  Really  scary  stuff.  You  will 
find  that  you  want  to  look  under  the  bed  before  you  go 
to  sleep.   Insist  on  the  Victorian  original  and  avoid  the 
many  abridged  or  "based  on"  versions.  Book  and  audio. 

Jungle  Books,  by  Rudyard  Kipling  (or  almost 
anything  else  by  this  neglected  genius).  Great  for  all 
ages.  Book  and  audio. 


THE 

SHEFFIELD 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


ANNOUNCES 


"PIECES  OF 
HISTORY" 


SILENT  AUCTION  &  TAG  SALE 

SATURDAY,  JULY  10,  2004 
W   SAVE  THE  DATE    W 
TO  DONATE  CALL  229-2694 

ALL  ITEMS  SPECIALLY  DONATED  FOR  THIS  SALE 
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Master  Plan 
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PLAN  MOVING  INTO  FINAL  PHASE 


After  almost  two  years  of  meetings, 
forums,  surveys,  and  drafting  recom- 
mendations on  various  aspects  of 
town  planning,  the  work  of  the  Mas- 
ter Plan  committees  will  soon  be 
presented  in  an  easy-to-read  form  to 
everyone  in  town. 

"Full  drafts  of  the  separate  pieces 
o(  the  plan  have  been  available  to 
anyone  who  was  interested  through- 
out the  process  (and  still  are),  but 
this  will  be  the  first  time  that  the 
whole  coordinated  plan  will  be  put 
together  to  create  an  integrated  vi- 
sion for  our  community,"  says  Kathy 
Orlando,  Steering  Committee  chair. 

It  is  often  difficult  for  people  to 
respond  to  abstract  ideas,  which  is 
why  many  wait  to  get  involved  in 
these  processes  until  near  the  end 
when  recommendations  and  imple- 
mentation strategies  are  more  con- 
crete. That  time  is  just  about  here, 
with  summaries  of  the  findings  to  be 
mailed  to  everyone  in  town  during 
April  in  preparation  for  Public  Fo- 
rums in  May  (one  on  a  weeknight 
and  one  on  a  Saturday  morning).  If 
there  are  substantial  modifications 
suggested  during  the  public  forums, 
there  may  be  another  forum  in  early 
June,  along  with  a  final  presentation 
to  the  Planning  Board,  before  the 
plan  is  submitted  to  the  state  by  the 
June  30  deadline. 

Pulling  together  and  analyzing  all 
the  information  regarding  Sheffield's 
businesses,  land  resources,  zoning, 
history,  cultural  venues,  roads,  hous- 
ing and  neighborhoods  has  taken  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  work,  on 
the  part  of  the  Town's  consultant, 
Dufresne-Henry,  and  all  committee 
and  subcommittee  volunteers. 

The  process  began  in  2001  when 
the  Selectmen  accepted  $110,000  in 
two  grants,  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  to  coordi- 
nate and  plan  for  Sheffield's  growth. 
The  Selectmen  than  appointed  an 
initial  Steering  Committee  to  work 
with  the  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
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ning  Commission  to  draft  a  request 
for  proposals  and  hire  a  consultant  -- 
approved  by  the  state  --  to  help  the 
town  create  its  first  Master  Plan. 

The  first  step  was  creating  the 
Community  Survey  --  mailed  to  ev- 
ery household  a  year  and  a  half  ago  - 
-  which,  along  with  the  public 
workshops  and  raw  data  gathered 
and  analyzed,  is  the  basis  for  the 
Plan.  The  key  is  creating  substantive 
and  coordinated  ideas  for  how  to  ad- 
dress issues  like  affordable  housing, 
enhancing  local  businesses,  open 
space  and  recreation,  improving 
transportation  and  town  services, 
and  maintaining  the  rural  landscape 
in  recognition  that  what  you  do  in 
one  area  will  effect  the  others. 

With  the  grant  deadline  just  four 
months  away,  the  Steering  Commit- 
tee is  meeting  each  Thursday  at  7pm 
,  to  coalesce  the  draft  reports  and 
recommendations  produced  by  the 
consultant  and  reviewed  by  the  vari- 
ous subcommittees. 

The  Housing,  Economic  Devel- 
opment, Historic  and  Cultural,  Nat- 
ural Resource  /  Openspace/  Recra- 
tion/  Agriculture  and  Transporation 
sections  and  recommendations  are 
written,  with  a  host  of  creative  ideas 
generated  by  the  consultant  and  sub- 
committees and  being  reviewed  by 
the  Steering  Committee.  The  con- 
sultant still  has  two  reports  to  pro- 
duce, one  on  Town  facilities  and  ser- 
vices and  one  on  land  use  (a  key  ele- 
ment that  will  pull  together  many  of 
the  ideas  produced  in  the  other  sec- 
tions), which  are  expected  within 
the  month. 

There  are,  of  course,  more  sugges- 
tions and  possibilities  than  there  are 
resources  to  implement  the  ideas,  so 
each  list  will  be  prioritized.  The 
Committee  will  then  compare  the 
prioritized  lists  to  see  where  sugges- 
tions from  each  of  the  sections  come 
together  into  a  common  theme  (for 
instance,  all  the  subcommittees  in- 
cluded recommendations  for  en- 


THANK  YOU 

...to  everyonel  who  has  given  hours 
and  hours  of  time  to  the  project! 
...to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for 
having  the  vision  to  take  advantage 
of  the  funding  offered  by  the  state 
to  make  this  possible,  the  Planning 
Board  for  promoting  the  importance 
of  this  project,  the  Steering  and 
Subcommittees  for  all  their  work 
and  everyone  who  has  participated. 
If  you  have  questions  about  any 
of  the  findings  or  recommendations, 
talk  to  the  subcommittee  chair  or  a 
member  of  the  Steering  Committee 
or  the  consultant.  (See  box  on  back 
cover  for  where  to  review 
materials,  and  committee  and 
consultant  contact  information.) 


hancing  the  village  center  and  all 
the  subcommittees  indicated  that  it 
was  important  to  maintain  Shef- 
field's rural  character  while  pursuing 
the  rest  of  the  recommendations). 
The  Committee  will  also  identify  if 
there  are  any  areas  where  top  priori- 
ties from  different  sections  may  con- 
flict, and  create  recommendations 
for  how  to  find  common  ground. 

A  preliminary  meeting  with  the 
Planning  Board,  the  Town  agency 
that  officially  adopts  the  plan,  will 
be  held  to  go  over  the  recommenda- 
tions. But  it  is  not  just  the  Planning 
Board  that  needs  to  understand  and 
feel  comfortable  with  the  plan.  You 
as  residents,  voters  and  possible  fu- 
ture committee  or  board  volunteers 
are  essential. 

As  David  Macy,  the  Selectmen's 
representative  on  the  Committee, 
pointed  out  early  on,  Sheffield 
doesn't  want  a  plan  that  will  just  sit 
on  a  shelf  somewhere,  but  something 
that  is  realistic  and  can  really  help 
the  Town  to  grow  in  the  way  that 
the  community  want  it  to.  For  that 
to  happen,  the  Town  needs  to  hear 
from  you  as  members  of  that  com- 
munity about  what  you  think  about 
the  ideas  that  have  been  generated. 

Change  is  inevitable.  This  Mas- 
ter Plan  is  Sheffield's  chance  to  say 
how  it  will  happen  rather  than  re- 
acting after-the-fact.  Look  for  mail- 
ings and  notices  of  the  Public  Fo- 
rums closer  the  date  and  let  your 
voice  be  heard. 
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village 

GREEN 


TOWN  CLERK 

Town  census.  Reminder!  Residents  who  have  not  yet 
responded  to  the  annual  town  census  are  asked  to  do 
so  immediately  to  prevent  being  dropped  from  the 
voting  list. 

Register  to  vote.  You  can  register  at  the  Town 
Clerk's  office,  weekdays  from  9am-4pm.  You  must 
register  at  least  20  days  before  an  election  to  be  able  to 
vote  in  it. 


Event  Registration  deadline 

Annual  Town  Meeting  April  13 

Town  Election  April  13 

State  primary  Aug.  25 

National/state  election  Oct.  13 


Event  date 

May  3 
May  10 
Sept.  14 
Nov.  2 


New  dog  licenses  required.The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  requires  all  dogs  to  be  licensed.  The  2004 
season  begins  in  March.  If  you  have  a  dog  aged  six 
months  or  older,  or  you  reside  here  for  at  least  30  days  of 
the  year,  you  must  get  a  license  for  your  dog.  The  cost 
is  $4  for  spayed/neutered  dogs  and  $10  for  intact  dogs, 
and  you  must  provide  written  proof  of  updated  rabies 
information. 

You  can  obtain  licenses  in  person  or  by  mail — send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  with  rabies  informa- 
tion and  a  check  payable  to  the  "Town  of  Sheffield"  to: 
Town  Clerk,  P.O.  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  Old 
licenses  expire  on  March  31,  and  new  ones  must  be 
obtained  by  April  30  to  avoid  a  $25  fine  per  dog. 

Rabies  clinic.  Once  again,  the  Scouts  will  be  holding 
a  rabies  clinic  for  dogs  and  cats  with  Marge  Gulick,  at 
the  Town  Hall  parking  lot  on  Sat.,  Mar.  27,  l-3pm.  The 
cost  is  $9.  Dogs  must  be  leashed  and  cats  be  in  carriers. 
The  clerk's  office  will  be  open  during  that  time  for  your 
convenience  in  obtaining  new  licenses,  but  please  don't 
bring  your  pets  into  the  building. 


Studi* 


Proprietor: 
Sebastiano  /Anselmi 


(413)229-0258 

547  North  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 
By  Appointment  Only 

Hours:  Tues.  9-8 
W.,  F.  9-5 
Thurs.  12-8 
Sat.  8-1 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays:  lpm-4pm, 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm; 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


COLLECTORS 

Real  estate  taxes.  Fourth  quarter  real  estate  tax  pay- 
ments are  due  May  1,  2004.  They  are  generally  the 
same  amount  as  the  February  1  payments.  With 
Sheffield's  quarterly  system,  the  February  and  May  bills 
were  sent  together  in  December  2003. 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

Tea  and  Twain.  Richard  Clark,  an  actor  with  many 
credits  in  New  York  and  regional  theater  and  television, 
will  be  Mark  Twain  in  a  one-person  play  full  of  the  wit 
and  wisdom  of  the  humorist  and  storyteller. 

The  7th  grade  class  from  Mt.  Everett,  now  reading 
Huckleberry  Finn,  will  join  us.  Mon.,  Mar.  22.  We  will 
gather  at  1:15pm  for  dessert  and  the  program  will  start  at 
1:30.  Call  to  reserve  a  place. 

Potluck  luncheon.  Melanie  Miller  of  Blue  Cross/ 
Blue  Shield  will  discuss  "Options  for  Seniors"  at  the 
April  luncheon.  Thurs.,  April  29,  noon. 


PLANNING  BOARD 

Cell  tower  approved.The  Planning  Board  unanimously 
approved  Tower  Ventures  and  Nextel's  application  for 
construction  of  a  cellular  tower  at  its  Feb.  26  meeting. 
The  150-foot  tower  will  be  located  on  the  Larkin 
property  off  Route  7  and  South  Egremont  Rd. 

There  is  a  20-day  appeal  period.  Removal  bond, 
indemnification  and  insurance  are  under  review  by 
Town  Council  and  the  site  plan  by  the 
Conservation  Commission. 


PE  VRIES  EUILPING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD  •  SHEFFIELD  MA. 


•  Lumber 

•  Hardware 

•  Garden  Supplies 

•  Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry  • 

Paint  • 

Insulation  • 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at 

(41 3)229-8777        (41 3)229-8820  FAX 


17 


♦ 


village 


GREEN 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can  also  be 

seen  Sundays  at  1 1 :30am  on  CTSB  Cable  Chanel  11. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  excerpts  from  meeting  minutes 


As  of  the  end  of  February,  minutes  had  been  approved  only 
through  December. 

12/1 — Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz  read  a  com- 
plaint letter  regarding  several  junk  cars,  furnishings  and 
campers  at  70  Cottage  Lane.  The  board  agreed  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Police  Dept.  and  the  building 
inspector. 

12/8 — The  board  heard  details  of  the  injury  to 
Richard  Campeglio  of  the  Highway  Dept.  that  prevents 
him  from  returning  to  work. 

Selectman  Janet  Stanton  moved  to  keep  a  single  tax 
rate  for  fiscal  year  2004-  The  motion  carried  with 
affirmative  votes  from  Stanton  and  Selectman  Dick 
Kirchner. 

The  board  discussed  a  dog  complaint  from  Marge 
Gulick,  owner  of  Bilmar  Veterinary  Clinic.  Marty  Clark, 
the  animal  control  officer,  had  delivered  a  pit  bull  and  a 
rottweiler  to  her  clinic  at  the  request  of  the  Police  Dept. 
because  the  dogs'  owner,  Barry  Markham,  was  going  to 


WELCOME  SPRING!!! 
4-6  FOOT  SUBS 


Sandwich  Specials  &  Hot  Soups  _ 
Food  to  go!!! 

Ice  Cream  available 
in  April 

•  Fresh  Vegetables 

•  Groceries 

•  Deli 


_^^  Fresh  Daily 

•  Pastries  •  Donuts  •  Bagels 

Coffee  Bar  featuring 
Green  Mt.  Coffee  &  Cappuccino 

Qrocery  delivery  available  to  Seniors!! 

OPEN  7  DAYS— MON.-SAT.  6-9  SUN.  7-5 
Main  Street  Sheffield,  MA  •  413-229-9944 


be  incarcerated.  A  family  member  picked  up  the  rott- 
weiler and  said  they  would  be  back  for  the  pit  bull  but 
did  not  return.  The  pit  bull  had  bitten  four  or  five 
people  and  is  considered  a  vicious  animal.  Police  Chief 
Jim  McGarry  said  the  owner  needed  to  be  notified  and 
allowed  to  respond  before  the  dog  could  be  destroyed. 
Selectman  Stanton  moved  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  Barry 
Markham.  The  motion  carried  with  affirmative  votes 
from  Stanton  and  Kirchner. 

12/15 — Rae  Eastman,  director  of  the  Senior  Center, 
and  Tom  Young  and  Bill  Bennett  from  the  Council  on 
Aging  discussed  a  future  location  for  the  Senior  Center, 
since  the  permit  to  build  one  on  the  site  north  of  the 
Town  Hall  [where  the  old  high  school  sits]  had  been 
voted  down  by  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  at  the  end 
of  2003. 

A  meeting  was  scheduled  with  the  Sheffield  Friendly 
Union  for  Jan.  28  to  discuss  continuing  to  use  Dewey 
Hall  for  the  next  few  years.  Selectman  Stanton  moved 
to  send  a  letter  to  Massachusetts  Electric  Co.  to  see  if  it 
would  be  possible  to  purchase  enough  land  to  meet  the 
half- acre  minimum  required  to  build  on  the  rejected 
site.  The  motion  carried  with  affirmative  votes  from 
Stanton  and  Kirchner. 

The  Senior  Center  lost  its  chance  to  apply  for  a  grant 
to  help  fund  the  project.  Berkshire  Housing  will  be 
contacted  about  the  possibility  of  receiving  a  new  grant. 
David  West  asked  if  the  construction  plan  prepared  for 
the  lost  grant  could  be  used  on  another  piece  of  land. 

Kirchner  questioned  whether  sand  would  be  avail- 
able near  Town  Hall.  The  Highway  Dept.  should  be 
supplying  it  shortly,  said  Weitz. 

The  board  moved  into  executive  session  to  discuss 
personnel  contracts. 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

RitaA.Backhaus,CBR® 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  Are  A  Full  Service  Agency. 

Let  Us  Represent  You  In  Your  Next 

Sale,  Purchase,  Or  Rental. 

Experience  The  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 
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PUBLIC  SAFETY  AND  FIRE  ALARMS 

House  numbers.   In  order  to  ensure  that  emergency 
services  (fire,  police,  ambulance)  are  able  to  respond 
promptly  to  calls,  please  make  sure  that  your  house  or 
business  number  is  clearly  visible  from  the  road. 

Fire  alarms.  Did  you  know  that  25  percent  of  all 
calls  for  service  received  by  the  Fire  Department  were 
for  false  fire  alarms?  In  a  recent  communication,  Fire 
Chief  Rick  Boardman  asked  owners  of  fire  alarm  systems 
to  help  the  department  to  address  this  problem,  which 
requires  a  substantial  commitment  of  time  by  the  volun- 
teer firefighters,  taking  them  from  their  families  and 
work,  not  to  mention  the  cost  incurred  in  the  response 
of  the  fire  apparatus  (and  tying  up  that  equipment  in 
case  of  a  real  fire). 

According  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Prevention  Code,  the 
owner,  tenant  or  lessee  is  responsible  for  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  fire  alarm  systems  and  any  liability  if  the 
system  fails  due  to  lack  of  maintenance.  Town  By-Laws 
require  that  licensed  holders  of  fire  alarms  reimburse  the 
department  for  false  alarm  responses.  In  an  effort  to 
reduce  the  number  of  unneeded  responses,  that  By-Law 
is  going  to  be  strictly  enforced. 

If  problems  continue,  the  By-Law  says  that  after  the 
third  false  alarm  the  license  will  be  revoked  until  the 


Click  here 
www.berkshirebank.com 

for 

Internet  Banking  •  Online  Bill  Payment 
Insurance  Quotes  •  Online  Investing 


103  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 


TOWN  CENTER  PARKING  BAN 

Please  remember  that  the  overnight  parking 
ban  is  still  in  effect  through  the  end  of  April 
in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  Although  spring  is 
right  around  the  corner,  you  never  know  when 
we'll  get  snow. 


holder  provides  documentation  from  a  licensed  alarm 
installer  that  the  system  has  been  repaired  or  replaced. 
At  that  time,  a  new  license  will  be  issued. 

A  reminder:  Alarm  permit  renewals  were  sent  out  in 
February  by  the  Police  Department  for  all  alarm  holders. 
Be  sure  to  check  the  contact,  address  and  other  infor- 
mation and  note  any  changes  or  corrections  when  you 
send  in  your  payment.  And  to  ensure  proper  response 
to  emergencies,  make  certain  that  your  house  number  is 
listed  on  the  application. 


SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
FIRE  LOG 

-Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

12/9    Stand  by  Canaan  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time, 
4:45pm.  In  service,  8:40pm. 

12/11   Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett.  Alarm  time,  8:16am. 
In  service,  8:43am. 

12/11   Smell  of  gas.  Alarm  time,  11:00pm.  In 
service,  11:57pm. 

12/13  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett.  Alarm  time,  7:30am. 
In  service,  7:50am. 

12/13  Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time, 
11:50am.  In  service,  12:20am. 

1/2    Burned  food.  Alarm  time,  3:40pm.  In 
service,  4:16pm. 

1/6    Car  accident.  Alarm  time,  4:10pm.  In 
service,  5:14pm. 

1 1I    Alarm  at  Halper  Residence.  Alarm  time, 
2:05pm.  In  service,  2:20pm. 

1 19    False  alarm  at  Darr  Antiques.  Alarm  time, 
12:55pm.  In  service,  1:05pm. 

1/11    Stand  by  Canaan  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time, 
5:38am.  In  service,  11:09am. 

1/24  Chimney  fire.  Alarm  time,  4:35pm.  In 
service,  5:02pm. 

1/24  Smoke  in  building.  Alarm  time  10:05pm. 
service,  11:05pm 

2/1     Smoke  in  building.  Alarm  time,  5:25pm.  In 
service,  5:48pm. 

2/10  Fire  alarm.  Alarm  time,  10:16pm.  In 
service,  10:40pm. 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 
PROGRAMS 

All  programs  meet  at  the  Cobble  on 
Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls  unless 
otherwise  specified.  Unless  noted, 
fees  for  members  are  $3  for  adult; 
child  6-16  free.  Non-members,  $6 
for  adult;  child  $2.  229-8600  for 
details. 

Volunteer  work  parties.  Thurs- 
days, April  through  October,  9- 
1 1 :30am.  Help  clear  the  Cobble  of 
exotic  invasive  species.  Learn  how 
to  identify  and  conserve  our  native 
species.  Free. 

Volunteer  work  day.  Sat. ,  April 
17,  9am-  I  pm.  Come  lend  a  hand 
with  our  annual  spring  cleanup. 
Potluck  lunch.  Rain  or  shine.  Call  so 
we  can  plan.  Free. 

Vernal  pool  certification  with 
Tom  Tyning.  Sat.,  April  24,  Warn- 
2pm.  Help  protect  critical  wildlife 
habitat  by  learning  how  to  certify 


vernal  pools  with  an  expert  in  the 
field.  Not  appropriate  for  children. 
Pre-register.  Members:  adult,  $10. 
Non-members:  adult,  $15. 

Bird  walk — spring  migration. 
Sundays,  April  25  through  May  30,  7- 
8:30am.  Explore  avian  habitats  as 
spring  migrants  arrive.  Birders  of  all 
levels  are  welcome.  Bring  binoculars. 
Pre-register.  Members:  Free. 

Life  in  a  vernal  Pool.  Saturdays , 
May  I -15,  1 0am- 1 2pm .  Look  for 
frogs,  salamanders,  fairy  shrimp  and 
other  fascinating  critters  in  our 
spring  ponds.  Come  prepared  to  get 
a  little  wet  and  muddy.  Pre-register. 
Members:  adult/child  $3,  Non- 
members:  adult/child  $6. 

Spring  wildflower  walk.  Sun- 
days, May  2-16,  \0am-l2pm.  Learn 
about  our  earliest  woodland  flowers 
with  a  naturalist/guide.  Pre-register. 
Members:  adult  $4,  child  $2.  Non- 
members:  adult  $8,  child  $4. 


SCOUT  NEWS 

Sheffield  Boy  Scout  Troop  28.  The 

troop  will  be  holding  its  annual 
spaghetti  dinner  April  24  at  the 
Sheffield  American  Legion  Hall 
from  5 -7pm.  Tickets  are  $7  for 
adults  and  $3  for  children  ages  4-12 
and  may  be  purchased  from  any 
Troop  28  member  after  April  1 . 
Proceeds  help  fund  activities  such  as 
our  recent  trip  to  the  USS  Massa- 
chusetts, rock  climbing  at  the 
Albany  Rock  Gym,  a  canoe  trip  in 
the  Adirondacks,  as  well  as  summer 
camp.  This  coming  summer  we  hope 
to  do  a  canoe  trip  on  the  Saco  River 
in  Maine. 

Troop  28  was  first  chartered  back 
in  1922  or  so.  As  leader  of  the  unit, 
I'm  looking  for  the  charter  papers.  If 
anyone  knows  their  location,  I'd 
appreciate  hearing  from  them.  Call 
229-6670. 

— George  A.  Oleen,  Scout  Master 
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Fine  Rustic  Furniture  and 
Architectural  Details 


Tables,  Chairs,  Beds,  Railings,  Vine  and  Twig  Applique, 

Fences,  Tree  Houses,  Gates,  Arbors,  Decks,  Trellises, 

Wedding  Arches  and  Huppahs,  Mirrors,  Frames,  Screens, 

and  a  whole  line  of  Miniature  Fairy  Furniture. 

An  Organic  Approach  to  Carpentry 
(413)  229-3263 
Ashley  Falls,  Ma. 
Everything  Created  with  Craftsmanship, 
Grace  and  Good  Humor 


The  Berkshires  Most  Interesting 
Chintz  Free,  Rustic  Mountain  Retreat 


RACE  BROOK 
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A  Rustic  Alternative 


WORKSHOPS  *  MEETINGS  *  REUNIONS 

A  low  keyed,  informal  retreat  in  a  historic 
1 790's  post  and  beam  barn,  an  ideal  setting  for 
thoughtful  gatherings  and  country  celebrations. 

www.rblodge.com 
413-229-2916 
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BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

Cypress  diversifies,  serves  B&Bs.  Cypress  Apparel 
Group  on  Route  7,  maker  of  bathrobes  for  hotels  and 
spas,  has  added  an  in-house  salesperson  to  focus  on 
bringing  its  products  to  bed-and-breakfasts  nationwide. 
Founder  and  CEO  Gene  Faul,  back  from  the  InnSpire 
B&.B  trade  show  in  California,  says,  "Working  with 
B&Bs  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  us.  Other  major 
suppliers  have  traditionally  overlooked  them  because 
their  orders  are  on  the  small  side.  Our  B&B  customers 
love  that  we  have  no  minimum  order,  and  they  like 
being  able  to  order  our  towels  and  slippers  at  the  same 
time."  Since  the  company  was  started  in  1980,  Cypress 
has  mainly  sold  its  premier  bathrobes  to  large  hotels  and 
resorts  such  as  Canyon  Ranch  and  the  Four  Seasons 
hotel  chain. 

The  new  B&.B  salesperson  is  Sally  Ayers  of  Canaan. 
Sally's  background  is  in  the  textile  and  hospitality 
industries.  Also  new  to  the  staff  is  Melissa  Mitchell, 
hired  as  a  full-time  digitizer  to  create  embroidery  de- 
signs. Melissa  and  her  two  children,  Christopher  and 
Victoria,  come  from  Nashville,  TN,  where  she  was 
employed  at  the  golf  division  of  Wilson  Sports. 

While  the  Cypress  headquarters  in  Sheffield  is  small 
(eight  people  and  two  rambunctious  dogs),  the  company 
is  actually  a  multimillion  dollar  international  wholesaler 
with  a  parent  company  (Russell-Newman,  Inc.)  in  Texas 
and  offices  in  Canada,  New  York  City  and  Denizli, 
Turkey.  — Liz  Chaffee 

Sheffield  Market  celebrates  anniversary.  January 
marked  the  one-year  anniversary  of  the  Sheffield  Market 
under  Tammy  Dennis's  ownership.  Tammy  says,  "I've 
learned  a  lot  this  year,  and  it's  been  great  to  meet  every- 
one and  get  to  know  them  by  name." 

Customers  have  noted  that  the  store  has  been  closed 
many  mornings  lately,  something  that  Tammy  has  had  to 
do  because  her  mother  has  been  seriously  ill.  Tammy 
knows  there  has  been  speculation  about  the  erratic 
hours.  "Some  customers  have  said  negative  things  right 
to  my  face  without  knowing  anything  about  the  situa- 
tion," she  says.  "It's  certainly  been  a  bump  in  the  road  as 
far  as  running  the  store,  but  we  expect  our  hours  to  be 


Berkshire  Country  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  277  •  S.  Egremont,  MA  01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office  413-528-3340 
Fax  413-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  cprop@bcn.net 


Voice  mail  ext.  15 


more  consistent  now.  We're  going  to  stick  with  it — 
we're  here  for  the  long  haul  and  we  want  to  become  part 
of  the  community." 

The  store  has  hired  Faith  Phillips  to  work  evenings, 
and  Stanley  and  Linda  Kot  to  work  evenings  and 
afternoons.  Expanding  on  last  summer's  success,  the 
Market  will  offer  a  full  ice-cream-sundae  bar  this  sum- 
mer and  will  again  provide  refreshments  for  matinees  of 
Barrington  Stage's  summer  season. 

Tammy  says,  "One  of  our  biggest  hits  is  the  breakfast- 
sandwich-and-coffee  combo  that  we  have  every  morn- 
ing. I  also  just  signed  a  contract  with  our  milk  distribu- 
tor to  get  a  great  price  for  our  customers.  We're  also 
really  proud  of  our  grocery-delivery  program  for 
Sheffield  seniors.  Delivery  is  free  and  we  guarantee 
delivery  within  24  hours — we  usually  deliver  the  same 
day.  We  have  four  or  five  regular  customers  for  this." 

— LC 

Everyone's  Invited  shows  how  to  provide  access  for 
the  disabled.  Laura  Grunfeld's  new  consulting  service, 
Everyone's  Invited,  will  help  local  businesses,  events, 
and  towns  become  accessible  for  people  with  disabilities. 
"This  type  of  access  is  required  by  law,  but  it's  also 
simply  good  business.  If  one  family  member  has  a 
disability,  they  all  go  to  dinner  at  the  accessible  restau- 
rant," says  Grunfeld.  "By  making  some  changes,  we  can 
make  it  a  lot  easier  for  people  to  participate,  whether  it's 
eating  at  a  restaurant,  attending  a  crafts  fair,  or  going  to 
the  hardware  store." 

The  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  a  Federal  law 
enacted  in  1990  to  prevent  discrimination  against 
people  with  disabilities,  is  enforced  by  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Justice.  Grunfeld  offers  a  range  of  services  to 
help  businesses  and  others  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  "Becoming  accessible  and  complying  with  the 
ADA  can  seem  confusing  and  intimidating,"  she  says. 
"Solutions  are  often  more  readily  achievable  than 
clients  might  expect.  First,  I  assess  the  situation  and 
present  a  written  report.  If  the  client  wants,  I  can  help 
with  implementing  the  changes,  and  ideally  I  also  train 
at  least  one  person  who  can  then  solve  the  client's 
accessibility  issues  in-house." 

Laura  grew  up  in  Sheffield,  then  moved  to  Louisiana. 
While  working  at  the  New  Orleans  Jazz  and  Heritage 
Festival,  she  designed  its  Access  Program,  which  won 
awards  from  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  and  the  Mayor 
of  New  Orleans.  She  missed  the  Berkshires,  though,  and 
jumped  at  the  chance  to  move  back.  She  credits  her 
family  for  providing  her  with  a  'day  job'  at  their  busi- 
ness, Webster-Ingersoll,  Inc.,  while  she  launches 
Everyone's  Invited.  "While  I  have  done  consulting  in 
the  past,  the  idea  of  helping  make  the  world  accessible 
to  people  with  disabilities  really  grabs  me — I  know  it  is 
important  and  needed.  A  few  changes  can  make  a  big 
difference  in  someone's  life." 

— LC 
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BUSINESSES 


SILENT  AUCTION  &  TAG  SALE  BENEFIT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


To  allow  plenty  of  time  for  people  to 
dig  out  treasures  to  donate,  the 
Sheffield  Historical  Society  has 
announced  the  date  for  its  first 
"Pieces  of  History"  silent  auction  and 
tag  sale:  Sat.,  July  10th.  The  event 
will  be  at  the  Sheffield  American 
Legion  Hall  on  Route  7  from  9am  to 
3pm.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  will 
benefit  the  ongoing  work  of  the 
Society.  All  items  given  to  The 
Sheffield  Historical  Society  for  this 
sale  are  a  tax-deductible  contribu- 
tion. (Request  a  "Donor  Contribu- 


tion Form"  when  your  goods  are 
picked  up  or  dropped  off.) 

Donated  items  can  be  from  any 
era,  including  the  present,  and  most 
items  are  welcome.  Vintage  clothing 
only,  please,  in  the  clothing  cat- 
egory, and  first  editions  and  signed 
volumes  only  in  the  book  category, 
and  no  large  household  items.  Co- 
chairs  Rene  Wood  (229-2875)  and 
James  Miller  (229-8668)  are  already 
accepting  "fine"  goods  and  "good" 
goods  to  be  sold  at  this  one-day  sale. 
Call  them  or  the  Historical  Society 


(229-2694)  to  arrange  for  free 
pickup  or  if  you  have  any  questions. 

Wray  Gunn  (229-2668)  and  his 
committee  are  lining  up  items  for 
the  silent  auction  such  as  meals  and 
services,  wine  selections,  and  travel 
and  vacation  arrangements.  The 
auction  will  feature  many  surprises 
and  run  all  day,  with  bidding  closing 
at  3pm. 

A  "First  Buyers'  Early  Bird  Bonus 
Shopping"  held  from  7:30-9am  for  a 
$10  donation.  Lunch  will  be  avail- 
able from  ll:30am-2pm. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 


April  school  vacation  workshop.  In 

collaboration  with  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library,  the  Society  will  present 
"Art  and  Architecture,"  a  program 
for  8-  to  12-year-olds.  Participants 
will  explore  the  architectural  styles 
of  Sheffield  and  create  an  original 
artwork.  Thursday  April  22,  10am- 
3pm.  Bring  a  bag  lunch.  Registration 
required.  Fee. 

Cemetery  program.  Find  out 
about  Sheffield's  Civil  War  heroes. 
The  Society  joins  with  the  Tri- 
Corners  History  Council  and  the 
Upper  Housatonic  National  Heri- 
tage Area  in  offering  walks  on  Sat., 
April  24.  The  Society's  program  will 
be  in  the  Center  Cemetery  on 
Berkshire  School  Rd.  from  10am- 
2pm.  Gravesites  to  be  visited  will 
include  Edward  Augustus  Croslear,  a 
member  of  the  famed  Massachusetts 
54th  Regiment,  and  John  Gross 
Barnard,  a  brigadier  general  and 
Sheffield's  highest  ranking  soldier. 

Monthly  meetings  of  the  Society 
are  held  on  the  second  Friday  of  the 
month  in  the  Fellowship  Rooms  of 
Old  Parish  Church  at  7:30pm  and 
usually  feature  a  guest  speaker.  At 
the  Mar.  12  meeting,  Leon  Miles  will 
talk  about  "The  Battle  of 
Bennington  in  1777  and  the  Role 
Played  by  Sheffield."  He  will 
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discuss  the  significance  of  the  battle, 
the  fate  of  the  German  prisoners 
captured  there,  and  the  activities  of 
General  John  Fellows  during  the 
campaign.  Miles  has  conducted 
research  in  original  materials  at 
archives  all  over  the  world,  written  a 
number  of  articles  for  various  histori- 
cal journals,  and  has  taught  courses 
on  the  Revolution  and  Native 
Americans  for  Elderhostel  and 
Berkshire  Community  College. 

At  the  April  9  meeting,  Tom 
Ingersoll  will  discuss  "The  Return 
of  the  American  Elm." 

Sunday  concert.  The  last  two 
Sunday  afternoon  musicales  have 
been  quite  popular.  Join  us  on  Sun., 
March  28,  at  2pm, at  the  Dan 
Raymond  House  for  another  unique, 
friendly  gathering  of  conversation 
and  entertainment,  thanks  to 
Thomas  A.  Edison.  This  one  fea- 
tures music  of  "March  King"  John 
Philip  Sousa  (1854-1932).  A 
composer  and  bandleader,  Sousa  was 
a  first-generation  American  whose 
father  played  trombone  in  the 
Marine  band.  When  Sousa  threat- 
ened to  run  away  to  the  circus  at  age 
13,  his  father  enlisted  him  in  the 
Marines  too.  Sousa  led  the  Marine 
band  from  1880-1892,  when  he  left 
and  started  his  own  band.  The  last 


march  he  conducted  before  he  died 
was  "Stars  and  Stripes  Forever." 
Come  and  hear  Sousa  and  other 
marches  played  on  the  Edison 
phonograph.  Refreshments  will 
be  served. 

Exhibits  at  the  Stone  Store.  In 
March:  "Kiwanis  Club  Celebrates  50 
Years  of  Service."  (See  related  story 
on  page  22.)  From  April  3  to  May  9: 
"Redware  to  Kitchenware,"  a  col- 
laborative showing  with  artifacts, 
including  some  rare  plates  and 
pitchers,  from  the  Col.  Ashley 
House  and  the  SHS.  The  opening 
reception  will  be  on  Sat.,  April  3, 
2 -4pm. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is 
located  on  Route  7  in  the  center  of 
Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond 
House  are  available  Thursday  through 
Saturday  1 1  am  to  4pm.  The  new 
exhibition  in  the  Dan  Raymond  house  is 
"Sheffield's  Chapeaus:  Hats  from  A 
Bygone  Era. "  The  Mark  Dewey 
Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and 
Friday  1:30  to  4pm  and  by  appoint- 
ment. For  further  information  on 
Society  programs ,  contact  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society ,  159-161  Main 
Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA 
01257,  413-229-2694  or  email 
shs@sheffieldhistory .  org. 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

Raffle  winners.  The  winners  were 
drawn  for  our  fourth  annual  scholar- 
ship raffle  on  Valentine's  Day.  First 
prize  went  to  Elizabeth  Trocci  (her 
grandparents  are  Al  and  Edie),  sec- 
ond to  Edith  Gilson  (Cupboards  & 
Roses),  and  third  to  Bruce  Howden 
(Howden  Farm).  Proceeds  from  this 
venture  go  to  the  endowment  ac- 
counts of  the  award  program.  Once 
again,  Kiwanis  thanks  all  communi- 
ty members  who  participated. 

50th  anniversary  observances. 
The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club  cele- 
brates the  50th  Anniversary  of  its 
charter  on  Mar.  30.  Memorabilia 
will  be  displayed  at  the  Stone  Store 
on  the  green  in  Sheffield  throughout 
the  month.  Archivists  Marge  Kirch- 
ner  and  Denise  Krueger  are  in 
charge.  A  committee  is  also  plan- 
ning a  dinner  program  at  the  Egre- 
mont  Country  Club  on  May  22. 

Upcoming  events.  The  Kiwanis- 
sponsored  youth  Key  Club  at  Monu- 
ment Mountain  High  School  is 
hosting  a  pancake  breakfast  on  Sun- 
day, Mar.  14,  7am-noon,  in  the 


school  cafeteria. 

The  Kiwanis  "turn"  at  the  Break- 
ing Bread  soup  kitchen  at  St.  Peter's 
Center  in  Great  Barrington  will  be 
on  Thurs.,  Mar.  25. 

Kiwanis  will  co-sponsor  a  youth 
bowling  tournament  with  the  Cove 
Lanes  in  Great  Barrington  on  Sun., 
Mar.  28.  Two  squads  will  compete 
(each  junior  teaming  with  a  senior 
bowler)  at  noon  and  3pm.  Money  is 
being  raised  to  send  young  bowlers 
to  training  camp  in  the  spring. 

On  April  16,  17  and  18,  Irene 
McDonald  and  Hilda  Banks  Shapiro 
will  produce  the  second  annual  mu- 
sical entertainment  at  the  Consolati 
Performing  Arts  Center  at  Mt.  Ever- 
ett School.  They  have  selected  fa- 
vorite scenes  from  several  Broadway 
musicals  to  stage.  The  profits  benefit 
the  Kiwanis  Scholarship  Fund. 

Little  League.  Kiwanis  sponsors 
eight  major  and  eight  minor  league 
teams  each  year  as  well  as  beginner 
T-Ball.  We  also  support  Babe  Ruth 
and  American  Legion  level  teams  in 
separate  divisions.  Sign  up  and  try- 
outs  are  at  the  Mt.  Everett  High 


School  Gym  on:  3/10,  6-8pm  -  Ear- 
ly Registration  for  Little  League,  Mi- 
nor League  and  T-ball.  3/24,  6-8pm 
and  3/27,  lOam-noon  -  Little 
League  Try-outs  and  Minor  League 
and  T-ball  sign-ups. 

For  questions  call  Jim  Kern,  Lit- 
tle League  president  at  229-8207  or 
Dan  Lanoue,  Minor  League  presi- 
dent at  644-6474  or  274-0097. 

Writing  contest.  High  school 
students  in  South  County  are  invit- 
ed to  submit  their  best  poetry  or 
prose  to  the  second  annual  North 
Star  Writing  Contest.  First  prizes  of 
$500  will  be  awarded  for  poetry  and 
prose,  and  winning  compositions 
will  be  published  in  the  Record.  Ad- 
ditional $100  meritorious  citations 
will  also  be  presented.  Contest  rules 
and  guidelines  have  been  given  to 
area  schools.  The  competition  is 
sponsored  by  North  Star  Rare 
Books,  Kolburne  School,  the  Berk- 
shire Record,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and 
Michael  McCurdy. 

— Richard  Goodwin 
The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays , 
6:30pm,  Limey's  Restaurant. 


SUBARU 

SPECIALISTS 


Since  1970  Servicing  Imported  Automobiles 

XSales  XServiceXRentals 


JIM'S 


<8B> 

Approved 
Auto  Repair 


Full  service 
repair  facility! 

35  Railroad  Street,  Canaan,  CT 
860-824-7009 
800-229-8473 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 

'New  Construction 

'Landscape  Lighting  'Renovations 

'Modular  Homes 

(413)  229-2561 
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U  SIN  ESSES 


BARRINGTON  STAGE  10TH  ANNIVERSARY  SEASON 


Barrington  Stage  will  kick  off  its  10th 
anniversary  season  with  the  musical 
hit  Sweet  Charity  at  the  Consolati 
Performing  Arts  Center.  Sweet 
Charity  has  a  book  by  Neil  Simon, 
music  by  Cy  Coleman  and  lyrics  by 
Dorothy  Fields.  The  show  intro- 
duced such  popular  classics  as  "Hey, 
Big  Spender,"  and  "If  My  Friends 
Could  See  Me  Now."  It  will  run 
from  June  24-July  17. 

Acclaimed  writer  and  director  of 
last  season's  Stage  II  hit,  Ears  on  A 
Beatle,  Mark  St.  Germain  returns  to 
Barrington  Stage  with  the  world 
premiere  of  The  God  Committee,  July 
22-  Aug.  7. 

The  2004  MainStage  season  will 
conclude  with  Edmond  Rostand's 
Cyrano  de  Bergerac,  a  swashbuckling 
tale  of  unrequited  love,  gallantry 
and  sacrifice.  BSC's  production  of 
Cyrano  de  Bergerac,  translated  by 
Lowell  Bair  and  adapted  and  direct- 


ed by  Julianne  Boyd  will  run  from 
Aug.  12- Aug.  28. 

BSC's  Stage  II  will  be  the  setting 
for  The  25  th  Annual  Putnam  County 
Spelling  Bee.  Tony-award  winner 
composer  and  lyricist  William  Finn 
has  teamed  up  with  conceiver 
Rebecca  Feldman  and  playwright 
Rachel  Sheinkin  to  write  this  me- 
of-a-kind  musical  comedy  about  the 
sport  of  competitive  spelling.  The 
show  will  run  from  July  7-July  25. 
The  second  play  in  BSC's  Stage  II 
will  be  Thief  River,  an  unusual  love 
story  spanning  more  than  50  years, 
by  Lee  Blessing,  Aug.  5-22.. 

Barrington  Stage  will  present  The 
Wizard  of  Oz  in  its  Youth  Theatre 
this  year.  Based  on  L.  Frank  Baum's 
popular  book,  it  features  music  by 
Harold  Arlen,  and  lyrics  by  E.Y.  Har- 
burg.  It  will  play  two  weeks  in  Shef- 
field (July  14-July  25)  and  two  weeks 
in  Pittsfield  (July  28-Aug.  8). 


AUDITIONS  FOR  BSC  SHOWS 

Barrington  Stage  will  hold  auditions 
for  Sweet  Charity,  Cyrano  de  Berger- 
ac and  Thief  River  on  Sat. ,  Mar.  6, 
from  12:30-6pm  at  its  StudioSpace 
theatre  at  18  Elm  Court  in  Sheffield. 
Come  prepared  to  audition  for  a  spe- 
cific show.  For  Charity,  you  will  be 
asked  to  sing  16  bars  of  an  up-tempo 
musical  theatre  piece  and  might  be 
asked  to  also  sing  a  ballad.  For  Cyra- 
no and  Thief  River,  please  prepare 
two  monologues:  one  classic  (not  in 
rhyme)  and  one  modern  monologue, 
neither  to  exceed  three  minutes. 

Auditions  for  the  Youth  Theater 
production  of  Wizard  of  Oz  will  be 
held  on  Sat.,  Mar.  13  from  1-5pm  at 
StudioSpace.  Youth  13-18  years  old 
can  audition  for  principal  roles  and 
children  ages  10-12  for  the  roles  of 
Monkeys  and  Munchkins.  Principal 
roles  include  Dorothy  Gale,  The  Cow- 
ardly Lion,  The  Tin  Woodsman,  The 
Scarecrow,  Auntie  Em,  Uncle  Henry, 
Glenda  the  Good  Witch,  the  Wicked 
Witch  of  the  West  and  the  Wizard  of 
Oz.  Those  auditioning  should  prepare 
two  musical  theater  pieces,  one  up- 
tempo and  one  ballad.  No  pop  or 
rock  music.  Bring  sheet  music  for  the 
accompanist. 

For  audition  appointments  contact 
Bessie  Cherry  at  528-8806. 


MISSION  FROM  SHEFFIELD  TO  GHANA  AND  BEYOND 


In  Hearts  of  the  Father's  no-frills 
office  on  Route  7,  three  people  are 
bustling  to  finish  packing  hundreds 
of  care  packages  for  a  flight  to  Africa 
the  next  day.  The  phones  are  ringing 
nonstop — a  call  from  Kosovo,  a  call 
from  Africa.  A  passport  is  held  up  in 
Washington;  its  owner  is  in  Califor- 
nia. In  the  back  room,  duffle  bags 
crammed  with  clothes,  toys,  per- 
sonal-care items  and  Christian 
literature  wait  to  be  shipped  out. 
Tomorrow,  Hearts  of  the  Father  is 
sending  15  volunteers  to  deliver  gifts 
and  their  evangelical  faith  to  needy 
children  in  the  villages  of  Ghana. 

Sponsorship  coordinator  Karen 
Minton  and  organization  members 
Gene  Graf  and  Jeff  Fairchild  took 
time  out  from  the  preparations  to 
explain  the  group's  mission. 

Hearts  of  the  Father  Outreach  is 
a  non-profit  ministry  founded  by 
John  and  Libby  Moritz  after  their 
three  children  were  killed  in  a 
school  van  accident  in  1992.  Out  of 
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John  and  Libby 's  grief  and  their 
devout  faith  came  the  vision  of 
helping  orphaned  and  abandoned 
children.  The  mission  shares  the 
former  Macy's  garage  building  with 
John  Moritz's  pool  company, 
Aquatic  Designs.  HFO  has  been 
there  for  five  years.  A  new  sign  on 
the  front  of  the  building  has  given  it 
new  visibility. 

The  modest  office  belies  the  size 
and  ambition  of  the  mission.  With 
their  7-year-old  daughter  Lily  Joy, 
adopted  from  China  in  1997,  the 
Moritzes  now  travel  virtually  non- 
stop. HFO  has  children's  homes  and 
family  placement  programs  in 
Mexico,  India,  Burkina  Faso, 
Mozambique,  Uganda  and  Ghana.  It 
also  works  with  other  Christian 
groups  such  as  Samaritan's  Purse  and 
Iris  Ministries  to  deliver  thousands 
of  care  packages  to  impoverished 
villages.  One  of  its  homes,  the 
JoshKrisDan  Home  in  Ghana,  is 
named  for  the  Moritz  children — 


Joshua,  Kristen  and  Daniel. 

Jeff  Fairchild  and  his  wife  Jayne 
joined  HFO  after  their  younger 
daughter,  Brooke,  died  of  an  undiag 
nosed  heart  ailment  in  2001.  The 
Fairchilds  and  their  daughter  Eliza- 
beth, part  of  Wednesday's  Ghana 
mission,  have  been  on  five  interna- 
tional trips  for  the  group. 

The  mission  is  supported  by 
private  donations,  many  from  donors 
who  sponsor  a  particular  child  for 
$25  a  month.  Karen  Minton  says 
that  90  percent  of  donations  directly 
benefit  the  children,  with  10  per- 
cent going  to  administrative  ex- 
penses. Donors  also  give  clothing 
and  supplies,  and  volunteers  are 
encouraged  to  visit  and  help  at  the 
group's  Homes  of  Refuge. 

Minton  says  that  although  the 
material  gifts  the  organization 
provides  will  eventually  be  used  up 
or  worn  out,  "We  pray  that  the 
children  will  remember  the  love." 

"Liz  Chaffee 


ART  AND  CELEBRATION  OF  HOUSATONIC  PLANNED 


A  summer  and  fall  of  river-themed 
environmental  and  arts  events  is 
being  planned  to  celebrate  the 
Housatonic  River  as  an  inspiration 
for  visual  and  performing  artists, 
while  highlighting  the  river's  critical 
role  as  a  natural  resource. 

Running  from  May  through 
October,  Housatonic  River  Summer 
2004  is  expected  to  draw  national 
attention  as  a  new  type  of 
collaboration  between  artists  and 
conservationists.  The  programs 
being  planned  will  bring  together 
artists,  musicians,  dancers, 
conservationists,  art  historians, 
educators,  and  interested  people  of 
all  ages  to  celebrate  the  river  and  its 
future  revitalization. 

Events  run  the  gamut  from  juried 
art  shows  embracing  sculpture, 
photography  and  painting  and  art 
demonstrations,  to  concerts  and 
music  lectures,  riverwalks,  canoe 
and  kayaking  trips,  plant  lectures, 
and  films.  Sponsors  include  more 
than  1 5  cultural  organizations  and 
15  environmental/conservation 
organizations  from  Berkshire  and 
Litchfield  counties. 

Several  "Festival  Days"  are  being 
planned.  One  of  them  will  be  held 
in  Sheffield  on  July  3,  with  a  canoe 
race,  a  "rubber  duckie  race,"  a 
potluck  lunch,  and  other  activities. 
The  day  is  sponsored  by  many 
Sheffield  groups,  including  the 
Sheffield  Association,  Sheffield 
Land  Trust,  Sheffield  Friendly 
Union,  Bushnell-Sage  Library, 


Sheffield  Cub  Scouts,  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Club,  and  Sheffield  Art 
League.  (Other  sponsors  are 
welcome.  Contact  Sharon  Gregory 
at  Sharongregoryl@cs.com  or  Pat 
Elsbach  at  elsbap001@aol.com.) 

Sheffield  in  Celebration,  starting 
the  second  weekend  in  September, 
will  also  be  part  of  the  Housatonic 
River  Summer  activities. 

Other  Festivals  Days  will  be 
sponsored  by  the  Norman  Rockwell 
Museum,  the  Berkshire  Institute  for 
Theology  and  the  Arts,  the 
Housatonic  River  Initiative,  the 
Association  of  Housatonic  Artists, 
and  the  Storefront  Artists  Project  in 
Pittsfield. 

During  the  summer,  two  shows  of 
framed  art  and  one  of  photography 
will  be  coordinated  by  the  Sheffield 
Art  League  and  will  be  held  at 
Dewey  Hall  in  Sheffield  and  the 
Lenox  Library  and  at  the  Simon's 
Rock  campus  in  Great  Barrington. 
There  will  be  two  sculpture  shows, 
one  sponsored  by  Chesterwood  in 
Stockbridge,  and  one  by  Sculpture 
Now,  which  will  exhibit  at  the 
Norman  Rockwell  Museum  in 
Stockbridge  and  at  the  Berkshire 
Mountain  Bakery  in  Housatonic. 
Winning  entries  from  these  five 
shows  will  be  displayed  at  the  Nor- 
man Rockwell  Museum  in  August 

A  calendar  of  events  has  been 
published  on  the  new  Web  site  for 
Housatonic  River  Summer  2004, 
www.HousatonicRiverSummer.org. 
"We  encourage  artists  to  check  out  a 


prospectus  and  participate,"  said 
Nancy  Goldberger,  president  of  the 
Sheffield  Art  League,  which  is 
coordinating  the  summer's  events. 
"And  we  hope  that  visitors  and 
travel  agents  will  come  back  to  the 
site  frequently,  as  new  events  are 
added." 

In  addition  to  the  events,  a  book 
of  paintings  by  renowned 
contemporary  and  historic  artists, 
with  essays  by  art  specialists  and 
river  conservators, 

Art  and  the  River:  Views  and 
Visions  of  the  Housatonic,  will  be 
published  in  May.  The  Sheffield  Art 
League  is  also  producing  a  poster- 
sized  map  of  the  river  and  its  sources. 

Many  of  the  events  being 
planned  will  be  free.  Proceeds  of  the 
book,  map,  and  the  events  that 
charge  admission  will  be  used  for  a 
river  improvement  project. 


LEGION  BASEBALL 

Tryouts  for  Legion  baseball,  for  ages 
sixteen  to  nineteen,  will  be  at  the 
end  of  May 

Sponsored  by  the  American 
Legion  Post  340  and  the  Kiwanis, 
the  team  is  open  to  youth  from 
Stockbridge  and  West  Stockbridge, 
south  and  into  the  northwest  corner 
of  Connecticut. 

For  more  information,  look  for 
announcements  closer  to  the  date  or 
contact  Bob  Weitz  at  229-2636. 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 

CAPITAL  CORPORATION 


JESSICA       KRUPSKI 

COMPETITIVE  RATE  MORTGAGES 

***  NO  INCOME  VERIFICATION  AND  •*• 
***  QUESTIONABLE  CREDIT  LOANS    *** 

***  AVAILABLE  *** 

RELIABILITY  FROM  APPLICATION  TO  CLOSING 
(413)  229-9908  (800)  320-2204 


Barry  Hawley 
Interior  Designer 


ifrcoi/i/niy  /A?  B&oifoAitei  At  J  00 yeau.' 


75  Main  Street 

Great  Barrington,  MA  0I230 

info@ecaligari.com 


1-800-698-0030 

(41 3)  528-0030 

Fax  (413)  528-4885 


Paint,  Wallcoverings,  Carpet,  Ceramic,  Floor  Coverings, 
Vinyl  Flooring,  Upholstery,  Custom  Draperies, Window  Treatments 
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Real-estate  transfers 


December 

3 


John  William  Wheeler  to  John  William  Wheeler  and 
Melissa  Wheeler,  property  at  100  Salisbury  Rd, 
Transfer. 

5  Peter  and  Gussie  Greer  to  Ronald  G.  and  Candace 
Eaton  Under,  property  at  Hewins  St,  $220,000. 

8  Terry  and  Reitta  Johnson  to  Richard  A.  and  Kathryn 
L.  MacDowell,  property  at  78  Ashley  Falls  Rd, 
$220,000. 

10  Robert  R.  and  Susan  B.  Kelly  to  Inky  Fingers,  LLP, 
property  at  1647  Hewins  St,  $810,000. 

12  John  Pollart  to  Gundela  Brattke,  property  406  Galvin 
Farm  Trail,  Hulett  Hill  Rd  and  land  in  New 
Marlborough,  $2,250,000. 

15  James  Dean  to  Carolyn  Churtin,  property  at  88 
Hillside  Ln,  $226,800. 

16  Timorthy  S.  and  Patricia  M.  Whittaker  to  Suzanne 
Willand,  property  at  Home  Rd,  $86,000. 

22  Kathleen  M.  Chrisman  to  The  Nature  Conservancy, 
property  at  Barnum  St,  $30,000. 

22  Charles  A.  Paley  to  Nancy  L.  Koenig,  property  at  745 
Ashley  Falls  Rd,  $250,000. 

23  Michael  R.  McGuire  and  Evelyn  M.  McGuire  to  Evelyn 
M.  McGuire,  property  at  44  Salisbury  Rd,  $1. 

31    Kingsley  and  Sarah  R.  Kelly  to  James  Wilson  and 
Barbara  R.  Kelly,  property  at  County  Rd,  Transfer. 

BERKSHIRE  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
WORKSHOPS  AT  SHEFFIELD  LIBARAY 

These  workshops  are  held  at  the  library's 
downstairs  Garden  Room.  Fees  are  noted. 
Pre-registration  is  required.  Call  528-4521. 

Cooking  with  Herbs.  Audrey  Sussman  of 
Farm  House  Bakers.  $35  plus  cost  of  supplies. 
Tues.,  Mar.  9,  5-9pm. 

Legal  Issues  for  Artists.    Paul   Rapp,  an 
attorney,  will  talk  about  copyright,  internet 
law,  etc.  $20.Thurs.,  Mar.  9,  6:30-8:30pm. 

Herbs  for  Cold  and  Flu.  $20.   Thurs.,  Mar. 
16,  6:30-8:30pm. 

Healing  Power  of  Antioxidants.  $25.  Tues., 
April  6,  6:30-8:30pm. 

Chocolate,  Tea  and  Coffee:  Our  Passion  or 
Poison.   $25.  Tues.,  April  20,  6: 30-8: 30pm. 


31    Frances  Mercurio  to  Robert  D.,  Frank  J.  and  Maria 
Mercurio,  property  at  29  Bow  Wow  Rd,  Transfer. 

January 

5  Frances  J.  Kelsey  to  Steven  D.  Kelsey,  Debra  K. 
Lawrence  and  Tammy  Kelsey-West,  property  at  104 
Ashley  Falls  Rd,  $135,000. 

7  Samuel  G.  Michael  A.,  James  and  Frank  Mazzarelli 
and  J.  Robert  Petrovitz  to  Frank  C.  and  Carla  L. 
Mazzarelli,  property  at  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd, 
Transfer. 

12  Henry  and  Dawn  Massini  to  Marie  F.  Massini, 
property  at  115  Pike  Rd  West,  Transfer. 

16  Allen  J.  and  Anita  DelGrande  to  Robert  J.  and  Mary 
Katherine  Killiard,  property  at  95  Main  St, 
$180,000. 

16  Winthrop  F.  Barrett  and  Lloyd  H.  Busch  to  Winthrop 
F.  Barrett,  property  at  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Transfer. 

22  Augusta  L.  Bugaj,  et.  al.  To  Richard  D.  Cartinelli, 
property  at  Silver  St,  Transfer. 

22  Philip  and  Maria  Ghi  to  Jeremiah  J.  Bickford  and 
Petra  Willig,  property  at  179  East  Main  St,  $64,000. 

23  The  Visionaries  to  Douglas  Trumbull,  property  at 
1375  Boardman  St,  $1,086,287.44. 

30  William  J.  Hodgins  to  Virginia  A.  Hodgins,  property 
at  151  Old  Joe  Rd,  Transfer. 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

See  also  the  ongoing  listings  on  p.  27 

March 

10  Out  to  Lunch  Brunch  will  go  out  to 
lunch!  Call  Barbara  at  229-7022. 

22  Tea  with  Mark  Twain  and  the  Mt. 
Everett  7th  Grade,  1:30pm. 
Please  call  to  reserve. 

April 

19  Patriot's  Day,  Center  closed 

29  Pot  Luck  Luncheon  with  a  talk  by 

Melanie  Miller  of  Blue  Cross/Blue 

Shield:  Options  for  Seniors. 


ADVERTISERS  WELCOME! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts  advertising  at  its  discretion: 

•  From  Sheffield  businesses  &  residents:  want  ads;  items  for  sale;  services  offered  (landscaping,  carpentry, 
electrical,  forestry,  typing,  babysitting,  sewing,  etc.);  business  ads,  etc. 

•  From  outside  of  Sheffield:  services,  etc.,  that  benefit  Sheffield  residents. 

•  No  editorial  or  political  ads. 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 
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* 


calendar 


P  A   G  E 


Page  numbers  are  given  after  event  if  there  is  a  write-up. 

March 

50  Years  of  Kiwanis  on  Exhibit  all  month,  Stone  Store  (p22) 
6   Inner  Meaning  of  Fairy  Tales,  Library,  2pm  (pl5) 
6   BSC  Auditions  -  Adults,  StudioSpace,  12:30-6pm  (p24) 

10   Little  League  Early  Registration,  Mt.  Everett,  6-8pm  (p23) 

10  &  17   Clara  Schumann  Lecture,  Dewey  Hall,  2-4pm  (plO) 

13  BSC  Auditions  -  Kids,  StudioSpace,  l-5pm  (p24) 

14  Kiwanis  Key  Club  Pancake  Breakfast,  Monument,  7am-12pm 

(P23) 
17   ST  PATRICK'S  DAY 

22   Huckleberry  Finn  Reading,  Dewey  Hall,  1:30pm  (pl7) 
24  &  27   Little  League  Try-outs,  Mt.  Everett,  6-8pm  &  10am-12pm 

(P23) 
24  Sheffield  in  Celebration  meeting,  Limeys,  7pm  (pl2) 
27   Rabies  Clinic,  Town  Hall,  l-3pm  (pl7) 

27  &  28   Benefit  Consignment  Sale,  Searles  School,  9a-4p  &  9a- 

noon  (p6) 

28  Farming  an  Empty  Landscape,  St.  James,  2pm  (plO) 

28   Kiwanis  Bowling  Tournament,  Cove  Lanes,  12-3pm  (p23) 
28  Concert:  John  Philip  Sousa,  Dan  Raymond  House,  7pm  (p22) 

April 

Redware  to  Kitchenware  all  month,  Stone  Store  (p. 22) 
3   Dog  License  Deadline,  Town  Hall,  9am-4pm  (pl7) 
3   Redware  Exhibit  Reception,  Stone  Store,  2-4pm  (p22) 
5   PASSOVER  (sundown) 
9   Return  of  the  Elm,  Old  Parish,  7pm  (p22) 

10  Civil  Wars:  A  Battle  for  Gay  Marriage,  Library,  2pm  (pl5) 

11  EASTER 

13   Registration  Deadline  for  Town  Meeting  and  Elections,  Town 
Hall,  9am-4pm  (pl7) 

SHEFFIELD  TIMES  DEADLINE 
16-18   Kiwanis  Benefit  Concert,  Mt.  Everett  (p23) 
22  Art  &  Architecture  (for  kids),  Library,  10am-3pm  (p22) 

Book  Talk  -  Dogs,  Library,  10am  (pl5) 

Civil  War  Cemetery  Walk,  Center  Cemetery,  10am-2pm  (p22) 

Options  for  Seniors,  Dewey  Hall,  12pm  (pl7) 

Scouts  Spaghetti  Dinner,  American  Legion,  5-7pm  (p20) 

Architecture  Tour,  meet  at  Dewey  Hall  (p6) 
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24 
24 
24 
24 
28 


May 

1  Real  Estate  Taxes  Due 

2  Opera  Trip,  meet  at  Dewey  Hall,  (pl3) 

3  Annual  Town  Meeting,  Mt.. Everett  High  School,  7pm  (pl7) 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 
(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly 
basis  are  noted  by  number  -  i.e.  "1st",  "3rd  "  indicates 
meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month. 
*  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am 

(p3) 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Tuesdays: 
Council  on  Aging,   Dewey  Hall,  9am,  3rd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am 
Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8:30pm 
Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,   Town  Hall, 

6:30pm,  2nd 
National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group, 

Fairview  Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 
Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,   7pm,  1st,  3rd 
Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall, 

7:30pm,  last 
Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Wednesdays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,   7:30am  -  12:30pm 

Thursdays: 
Kid's  Club,  Old  Parish  Church,  9am-12pm 
Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Grace  BibleChurch,  9:30-1 1 :30 
*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am- 

12pm,  2nd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Master  Plan  Steering  Committee,  Town  Hall,  7pm  (p16) 

Saturdays: 
Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Hall,  10am-1pm  (p6) 
Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 

Sundays: 
Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd  (p1 1) 


SEE  ALSO:  Churches  &  Services,  p.  11   ♦  Library, 
p.  15  ♦  Elections,  p.  17  ♦  Cobble,  p.  20  ♦ 
Historical  Society,  p. 22  ♦  Barrington  Stage,  p.  24 
♦  BCC  Workshops,  p.  26  ♦  Senior  Center,  p.  26 


PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  TimeA   Enclosed  is  my  tax  deductible  donation  of 


Name 


.,  made  payable  to  the 
Sheffield  Association  Fund 
P.O.  Box  13S9,  Sheffield,  MA  012S7. 


(as  you  want  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address 


(where  you  want  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 


□  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous.         _l  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  tbe  Sheffield  Times. 


□  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  .1  donation  « ill  receive  .1  oopj 

by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  ci:  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


MARK  YOU  CALENDARS! 

Annual  Town  Meeting  is  May  3 

Town  Elections  are  May  10 


Also  in  early  May. . . 

Public  Forums  on  the  Full  Master  Plan 

(Look  for  details  in  local  papers  and  posted  around 
town  —  and  for  mailings  of  the  Plan  summary  — 

closer  to  the  date.) 

■ 

In  the  mean  time... 

Drafts  of  sections  of  the  toaster  Plan  are  available  at  Town  Hall,  (upstairs  in  the 

Selectmen's  meeting  room)  at  the  Library  (ask  at  the  desk)  or  check  the  Master  Plan  web 

site  for  the  latest:  www.dufresne-henry.com/Sheffield.  If  you  have  comments  or  questions 

please  talk  with  one  of  the  members  of  the  Steering  Committee  or  Subcommittee  chairs, 

listed  below.  The  Steering  Committee  meets  Thursdays  at  7pm  at  Town  Hall. 

Steering  Committee  and  Subcommittee  Chairs.  Tammy  Blackwell,  Jared  Clayton  (Open 

Space,  Recreation,  Historic  6\  Cultural,  berkboy@bcn.net  or  229-0363)  John  Downie, 

(Sharon  Gregory  (Economic  Development,  229-2717  or  sharongregoryl@cs.com),  Wray  Gunn, 

Anna  James  (Facilities,  Services  A  Transportation,  229-3096  or  arjames@bcn.net),  Dave 

Macy,  Jim  McGarry,  Kathy  Or\ando,  chair  (wildkato@aol.com  or  229-8789),  Don  Ward 

(Economic  Development,  229-9023)Bob  Weitz,  Dave  West  (Housing,  229-7727) ;  Consultant 

V  Ted  Brovitz  (tbrovitz@dufresne-henry.com  or  (617)  426-9716). 


Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339, 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


